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NEW PHOTOGRAPHY MINOR 
INTRODUCED
A new photography 
minor was introduced 
into the new curriculum.

HOME AWAY FROM HOME: 
SEMRA SAID
Semra Said joined the field hockey 
roster from Germany, finding a 
second family at Rider.

THE POWER OF PROTESTING
Now is the time to use your power to 
push back against oppression.
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By Grace Bertrand and Caroline Haviland

A
S new Rider President John Loyack follows in 

the footsteps of  Gregory Dell’Omo’s presidency, 

the task at hand is pulling the university out of  

its financial deficit and leaving behind a legacy 

that remains at Rider long after his departure. 

When asked if  there was only one thing he 

could do in his first year as president, in a Sept. 15 

interview with The Rider News, Loyack joked that he 

would love to find a billion dollar donor. Becoming 

more serious, he said, “I’d really like to make some 

real progress on the financial condition of  Rider.” 

Resolving the financial crisis 
through experiential learning  

As of  fiscal year 2024, Rider remains in a $21.8 

million deficit, according to the university’s most 

recent federal tax forms. 

This would not be Loyack’s first time rescuing a 

university from a financial crisis, as he has done so 

at both of  his previous employers: King’s College in 

Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania and Alvernia University 

in Reading, Pennsylvania. 

During his time at Alvernia, Loyack spearheaded 

the university’s largest fundraising campaign and 

expanded its property through new renovation 

projects. This included creating academic programs 

and student living opportunities, according to 

Alvernia’s website, which led to the institution’s first 

top national ranking.  

Loyack said that for both colleges, he started with 

getting the cost structure in better shape because it 

required the shortest time frame to execute.

He said, “If  you’re in a situation like Rider’s, there 

is no other choice but to start there. But the real 

answer to how you fix things is growth.” 

Loyack’s first step is to look at implementing new 

academic programs, new athletic programs and new 

experiences to attract students to Rider. He explained 

that by offering students different combinations of  

interests in all of  these areas, they are more likely to 

choose Rider as their home for the next two to four 

years. 

“The broader we can make the set of  athletics, the 

broader we can make the set of  academics, the better 

chance we have to capture students,” Loyack said. 

Starting somewhere, Loyack credits Provost Kelly 

Bidle for the revamping of  Rider’s Engaged Learning 

Program to become less about recordkeeping and 

more about the experience, which executes exactly 

what he wants to incorporate more of  at Rider — 

experiential learning. 

With the help of  Darryl Mace, vice president for 

community engagement and belonging, Loyack plans 

to tie in community service to experiential learning. 

Loyack said, “All of  those things change the student 

experience, change the way we present ourselves to 

future students and will make the difference in the 

long run.”  

To start leading the university from a financially 

stronger place than previous years, Loyack plans 

to finalize the current fiscal year’s budget once the 

amount of  students enrolled in classes and living 

on campus is confirmed based on an annual census 

completed on Oct. 1. 

Since starting, Loyack said he has seen five to 

six iterations of  numbers, which he explained is 

frustrating for him when the numbers are changing.

“We can guess in June, July or August but it’s a 

guess,” Loyack said. “We have not been good guessers 

in the past.”

Loyack said the decision to not release budget and 

enrollment numbers until October was one he also 

made at Alvernia, remarking that it worked well to 

wait for final numbers instead of  creating a potential 

budget based on estimates. 

He said, “When I’m convinced that the numbers 

are of  a quality that we can share them, we can start 

thinking about doing that, but we’ve got some work 

to do.” 

Leading Rider “as a team”  
As he deciphers how to lead in his new position, 

Loyack began the journey by choosing the university 

members who will work right alongside him: the 

senior and extended leadership teams. 

Through a statement on Sept. 3 in a facultywide 

email, Loyack announced the formation of  his Senior 

Leadership Team, composed of  some administrators 

who sat on Dell’Omo’s Cabinet and Loyack’s former 

colleagues from Alvernia. This team focuses on 

strategy, goal setting and execution. 

Mary-Alice Ozechoski, who was selected for the 

senior team based on her work at Alvernia, starts at 

Rider on Sept. 29 as senior vice president and chief  

of  staff  for student experience. Alongside Mace, 

another former Alvernia administrator and now 

Rider’s vice president for 

community engagement and 

Loyack’s 10-year plan; making Rider feel like a 
“home” for prospective students and alumni

➠ SEE “AAUP”
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Rider President John Loyack has various plans for his time in o�ce.

2025 R Factor �nalists captivate audience 

From left to right: Sophomore music major Connor Bowden, sophomore music education major Aaron Lynch and sophomore musical theater major Matt Angelaccio, sophomore musical theater major Olivia Conti and sophomore music 

education major Casey Decker shine on the Yvonne Theater stage. 

➠ SEE “R FACTOR”
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Micah Rasmussen urges students to continue to engage in civil 

political discourse despite recent violence.
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By Grace Bertrand

M
ICAH Rasmussen, director of  Rider’s Rebovich 

Institute of  New Jersey Politics, called the 

recent murder of  Charlie Kirk, an American 

conservative political activist, “an act of  

desperation.” 

Rasmussen said, “When it comes to political 

violence, there is a feeling of  helplessness, a feeling 

that you don’t have another way to make your mark, 

a feeling that voting and participating in the process 

isn’t going to achieve your goals, and ultimately it’s 

really an act of  desperation.” 

A universitywide call for civil discourse
Kirk, 31, co-founded Turning Point USA, an 

American nonprofit organization that advocates for 

conservative politics in academic institutions like 

high school, college and university campuses. He 

was the president of  the organization prior to his 

assassination. 

His activism included touring college and university 

campuses to debate students on political issues that 

have become more prevalent in headlines in recent 

years such as abortion, gun rights and the deportation 

of  undocumented immigrants. 

On the first stop of  what was meant to be his 

“American Comeback Tour,” Kirk was fatally shot in 

the neck on Sept. 10 at Utah Valley University.

Rasmussen said, “To somebody who’s desperate, 

to somebody who’s not well, violence seems like the 

answer.” 

With the responsibility of  holding civil political 

discourse events at Rider, like the upcoming New 

Jersey gubernatorial debate on Sept. 21, Rasmussen 

understands the importance of  having a respectful 

exchange of  ideas. 

He said, “The thought that we might not be able 

to have free and open discussions and debates on 

American college campuses is horrifying. It is just the 

worst possible thing. It’s a nightmare.” 

The debate will now require more enhanced 

security to ensure the safety of  all parties involved 

and the attendees watching, according to a Sept. 

14 universitywide email from Rider President John 

Loyack, in light of  Kirk’s assassination taking place 

on a university campus. The email stated that Rider 

is “taking every precaution to ensure the safety of  our 

campus and our community.” 

TPUSA holds a presence on over 1,000 college 

campuses nationwide, with Rider being one of  them. 

Its chapter is led by President Mason Capasso, junior 

marketing major, and Vice President Nick Testa, 

senior global supply chain management major. 

Following the assassination, Rider’s TPUSA took 

to Instagram to share a message mourning the loss of  

their founder, writing, “Charlie you will forever be an 

inspiration to our youth. May the Lord comfort your 

family as you sit by his side.” 

Testa recounted the initial sadness he felt when he 

first heard the news, saying, “I’ve never felt that kind

of  grief  for someone who I’ve never met before. It 

was definitely strange for me, but I guess that kind of  

shows how much of  an effect he’s had in my life and my 

political career.” 

Capasso shared a similar sentiment and explained 

the several opportunities he owed to TPUSA as 

president of  Rider’s chapter, which he said would not 

have been possible without Kirk to begin with. He also 

expressed a desire to hold a vigil for Kirk, but did not 

follow through with it in the end. Capasso said that his 

TPUSA coordinator recommended the chapter take a 

two or three week break given the circumstances. 

In Loyack’s email, he empathized with Rider’s 

TPUSA and said, “This tragic murder is a moment 

for Rider University to pause and reaffirm our values, 

especially that we celebrate our differences, for 

they are our strength. As a community, we join our 

TPUSA students and their allies in decrying this act 

of  violence.” 

Loyack continued and further emphasized the 

university’s zero-tolerance policy for any kind of  

violence against other members of  the community: 

“We honor freedom of  expression, and above all we 

embrace civility and care for one another.” 

In a Sept. 15 interview with The Rider News, 

Loyack said “Everybody can have different points 

of  view. That’s a beautiful thing of  the human 

experience. You might enjoy something that I don’t 

or you might have a view of  something and my view 

might be different. What we can’t do is be mad at 

each other all the time over it.”

The rise of  political violence in America
With the escalation of  political violence in 

the U.S. comes a more intense political climate, 

which Rasmussen recalled was not always the case. 

Graduating from Rider in 1992, Rasmussen said the 

civility in politics now feels “light years away from 

then.” 

Rasmussen also cited the political state of  America 

in the wake of  the assassinations of  Robert F. 

Kennedy and Martin Luther King Jr. in 1968. He 

said the horror Americans once felt in the wake of  

these killings could be felt now: “The choice is more 

violence or stop here, change something … prevent it 

from escalating further.”

Rasmussen assigned the blame for the divided state 

of  the political climate to the leaders running the 

nation. He recalled several times during the pandemic, 

in President Donald Trump’s first term, where he 

thought Trump had missed opportunities to unify 

America through a difficult situation. 

“There are political leaders who are speaking in 

‘us versus them’ rhetoric,” Rasmussen continued, 

“[Trump] has chosen to come to power as somebody 

who’s dividing us. He’s not the only person who’s 

dividing us, but he’s the ‘divider in chief.’” 

On Sept. 11, Trump addressed the nation in a 

speech at The White House, in the wake of  Kirk’s 

death: “I’m really concerned for our country. We 

have a great country. We have a radical left group of  

lunatics out there, just absolute lunatics, and we’re 

going to get that problem solved. I’m only concerned 

for the country.”

Trump then requested for his supporters to respond 

with non-violence, as Kirk had done throughout his 

career. 

Rasmussen’s concern in light of  Kirk’s death is that 

younger generations, specifically students, will want to 

pull away from engaging in political discourse moving 

forward because it will become easier to tune out 

rather than use their voice.

“That’s the exact wrong answer to have,” 

Rasmussen said, “because that’s going to leave our 

politics to the people who are dug in on either side 

… it’s going to further move us away from the broad 

middle of  the rest of  us. I know this is a time when 

many people aren’t interested in extremism like this, 

but when you walk away, you are leaving our politics 

to the hardliners who aren’t walking away.” 

Testa and Capasso also spoke to the rise of  political 

violence in college campuses across America. Testa 

said, “I personally feel like everyone should be able 

to have their voices heard no matter what side of  the 

political fence you’re on … I feel like now that [Kirk] 

is gone, there’s gonna be a lot less conversation and I 

feel like that’s not going to be good for the future of  

this country.” 

Capasso mentioned the reactions from students at 

the few tabling events Rider’s TPUSA has held, where 

he said there were people that would approach them 

to argue and even knock things off  the table because 

they disagreed with the organization’s views.

Rasmussen stressed the persistent need for civil 

political discourse like the upcoming invitational 

gubernatorial debate.

He said, “We are nowhere as a society, as a free 

society, as a democracy, if  we can’t have discussions 

with each other.” 

“A nightmare” for colleges: Rider 
responds to Charlie Kirk’s death

CORRECTION

In the Sept. 10  security briefs, The Rider 

News incorrectly referenced Public Safety 

Director Matthew Babcock as Capt. 

Matthew Babcock.

 The Rider News regrets this error.
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By Caroline Haviland

F
OLLOWING the announcement of  his Senior 

Leadership Team on Sept. 3, President 

John Loyack revealed an additional list of  

people joining him at the vanguard of  his 

administration, forming his Extended Leadership 

Team. 

In a facultywide email sent by the President’s 

Office, Loyack said this new team includes members 

he introduced in the Senior Leadership Team, as 

well as other constituents within the university. 

“Over the past two days, the full leadership team 

came together to strengthen our connections, deepen 

our understanding of  one another, and establish how 

we will work collectively to guide Rider’s future,” the 

Sept. 12 email said. 

Those only named on Loyack’s larger leadership 

team who also sat on former Rider President 

Gregory Dell’Omo’s Cabinet include Vice President 

for Student Affairs Nicholas Barbati; Vice President 

of  Enrollment Management Drew Aromando; Vice 

President of  University Operations Mike Reca and 

Athletic Director Don Harnum. 

“I am so excited to be a part of  this new team 

with the new leadership here at the university. I 

am thrilled to be under the leadership of  President 

Loyack. It’s a strong team and I think they are all 

really working together for the students at Rider 

which is the reason why we’re all here,” Barbati said. 

Other members newly introduced to this 

administration’s leadership are Executive 

Secretary to the President Wilda Bleakley; Dean 

of  the College of  Education and Human Services 

Jeannine Dingus-Eason; Dean of  the Norm Brodsky 

College of  Business Eugene Kutcher; Dean of  

Students Christine Melhourn and Dean of  Libraries 

Sharon Whitfield. 

In an interview on Sept. 15 with The Rider 

News, Loyack said he always planned to have two 

leadership teams in place of  the university’s previous 

presidential cabinet, which was based on personal 

preference, an action that symbolizes his leadership 

style. Thinking of  the future, Loyack said he finds 

value in changing his leadership team around when 

necessary to learn more about each member and 

make any proper realignments.

“I think that helps broaden the perspective of  

leaders and gets some new ideas into areas,” Loyack 

said. “All of  that accelerates the recovery process.”

Loyack introduces 
the Extended 
Leadership Team
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Rider joins universe-mapping mission
By Caitlyn Sutton and Brannagh Rattigan

J
OHN Bochanski, associate professor of  computer 

science and physics, has embarked on a journey 

through Rider alongside colleagues at the NSF-

DOE Vera C. Rubin Observatory, funded by 

the U.S. National Science Foundation and the U.S. 

Department of  Energy’s Office of  Science, to map the 

universe using the largest digital camera ever built.

The Rubin Observatory is named after Vera C. 

Rubin, a scientist who displayed the first tangible 

evidence that dark matter existed. Rubin made 

discoveries about space and how the universe should 

be flying apart — and if  not for dark matter, it would 

have already.

Bochanski has been involved with the Rubin 

Observatory since 2008. He has been part of  a 

science collaboration with fellow astronomers to 

answer big questions about the universe. Bochanski 

and his peers wrote papers and compiled potential 

answers to what the group may be able to discover 

with the Legacy Survey of  Space and Time Camera 

and the Simonyi Survey Telescope.

The LSST Camera and the Simonyi Survey 

Telescope are important to the mission, as the camera 

is 3.2 billion gigapixels. The LSST Camera is the 

largest camera built by mankind, differing greatly 

from our phones, which run at about 25 megapixels, 

according to Bochanski.

The telescope attached to the camera is designed 

to make it achieve a wider angle and see deeper into 

the sky than the camera alone.

Situated atop a mountain in Chile sits the 

Rubin Observatory, where the camera will capture 

widespread images of  the sky and celestial objects.

Over the next decade, the Rubin Observatory will 

be mapping the sky on clear nights if  weather permits. 

One thing that the scientists at the Rubin Observatory 

are hopeful to find is Planet 9, situated near Pluto.

The Rubin Observatory’s mission to map the 

universe is important to Bochanski, who is passionate 

about studying stars. He said, “It’s a really exciting 

time to be involved with this kind of  thing. It’s not 

every day that a project of  this scale actually launches 

… it’s an opportunity to really open up everybody’s 

eye to what the universe is doing out there and it’s 

going to be an exciting decade for astronomy.”

Having a Rider staff  member involved with such 

an important mission marks a monumental feat for 

the university. U.S. News and World Report credits 

Rider for being a popular university for its business 

program and the performing arts, though, its science 

department may have new light shed upon it following 

the start-up of  this mission.

While Rider does not have an astronomy program, 

that does not mean students are not interested in the 

cause.

Spencer Nelson, a senior psychology major, is fond 

of  looking at the stars at night around campus and 

says he is “proud” that Rider has become a part of  

the mission of  mapping the universe with the Rubin 

Observatory.

“We are doing a step of  history, and knowing that 

it’s a school that I go to … that’s amazing.” Nelson 

continued, “the fact that we’re a part of  tracking 

[the universe] is history in some sense. … We are still 

capturing moments in time … we are solidifying that 

we are a part of  it.”

Bochanski’s passion for stars and attachment to the 

mission of  the Rubin Observatory are proof  that even 

at a small school like Rider, research and scientific 

efforts can still make groundbreaking impacts.

Bochanski stated, “It’s going to unlock a new way 

for us to understand the universe.” 

John Bochanski, associate professor of computer science 

and physics,  is representing Rider in a mission with the Rubin 

Observatory to map the universe.
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

belonging, the two will “make the best of  the best,” 

Loyack said, by combining their experience in his 

previous administration with Rider’s current team.

The Senior Leadership Team is joined by an 

Extended Leadership Team, which mainly focuses 

on execution for the student experience. 

Loyack said despite having separate teams to lead 

with instead of  a traditional presidential Cabinet, it 

is his personal preference to refer to these groups as 

a team as the two will work closely together, while 

also symbolizing the signal to “a different leadership 

model.” 

“We will lead as a team,” Loyack said. “Cabinet 

to me has a flavor of  siloing where everybody does 

some individual things, like in government. That is 

not how this group will lead the institution.”

As a new set of  leaders take the reins, certain 

members of  Dell’Omo’s Cabinet have left the 

university. In an email to her colleagues on July 

16, Heeyoung Kim, former chief  diversity officer 

and dean of  libraries, wrote that she had been 

“impacted by the recent reorganization and layoffs 

at Rider.” 

Additionally, former Gail Bierenbaum 

Leadership Council Director Kim Barberich 

was laid off  over the summer, and former Chief  

Financial Officer Jim Hartman abruptly left Rider 

in early September. In a facultywide email on Sept. 

3, Loyack stated Hartman had left “to pursue other 

professional opportunities. 

Loyack did not comment on Barberich and 

Kim’s departure, stating the decision was made 

before he began his appointment on July 7. He also 

declined to comment on Hartman’s exit because of  

personnel issues and said “I certainly wish Jim the 

best.” 

Maria Villalobos-Buehner, president of  Rider’s 

chapter of  the American Association of  University 

Professors, said she was able to put a face to a name 

for Loyack over one of  the 15-minute conversations 

he has with members of  the Rider community over 

coffee. 

The most important thing for Villalobos-

Buehner, she said, is giving Loyack the space and 

time he needs to “read the culture” of  the university, 

before he takes any immediate action. 

During their conversation, Villalobos-Buehner 

said she offered the opportunity to “say we’re here, 

we want to collaborate, to move with the university 

because this is our place. This place means a lot to 

us and the faculty is very committed to collaborate 

in moving [Rider] forward.”  

Leaving behind a legacy  
The presidential footprint that Loyack plans to 

leave behind will not just be seen in what he does 

in the years to come, but could possibly be found at 

Muller’s Pub in the future. 

Reflecting on Dell’Omo’s choice to have a 

sandwich at the eatery named after himself, Loyack 

said if  he were to follow suit, he would spice things 

up. Naming it “The Hot Johnny,” the sandwich 

would come on a hoagie roll topped with a “long 

hot,” turkey, jalapeno cheese, a little yellow mustard, 

lettuce, tomato and onion. 

If  he were to make a sandwich at home, Loyack 

said, this is how it is done.

“You can’t make it too hot  … I’ve got a cast-iron 

stomach,” he joked. 

But his legacy will not stop at Muller’s Pub. 

In one of  Loyack’s final interviews at Rider 

before he was offered the job, he recalled asking a 

student, who had been interviewing him, what they 

wanted out of  the next president. They responded 

with what Loyack thinks should be the mantra of  

the administration: “I want Rider to be here 10 

years from now so that I have some place to come 

home to.” 

The most important task for Loyack during his 

tenure will be to make Rider a place that students 

and faculty can call home even long after their 

chapter at Rider has closed. He said, “[Rider] has 

been here since 1865 and we should hope it’s still 

here in 2065 for people to come home to.”

Vice President of Student A�airs Nicholas Barbati was introduced 

as part of President Loyack’s Extended Leadership Team.

AAUP hopes to work 
with President Loyack
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The Rider community makes their way to the Yvonne Theater to watch the R Factor �nalists compete for a chance to win R Factor 2025.

R Factor 2025 crescendos to a close
By So�a Santiago  and Jasmine White 

N
OT one empty seat could be found in the Yvonne 

Theater on Sept. 14. Under ‘The R Factor’ 

wall projections, the line that was buzzing with 

excitement poured in from both entrances. 

The packed theater quieted down as electronic 

disco music started playing from two TVs on each 

side of  the stage, signaling the start to a night full of  

musical and emotional dynamics.

After introductory videos recapped the previous 

week’s open auditions, hosts Owen McCarron, senior 

radio and podcasting major, and Evan Schwantes, 

senior data analytics and finance major welcomed the 
audience and introduced the judges.

Justin Guarini, recording artist, previous American 

Idol contestant, and actor who played Lil’ Sweet in the 

Diet Dr. Pepper commercials; Brad Fischetti, of  the 

band LFO; Dani Knights, former X Factor finalist; 
and Nick Barbati, vice president for student affairs and 
creator of  R Factor returned to the judges’ seats for the 

finale.
The night was divided into two sections: first, 

all eight contestants performed and received judge 

feedback. Then, the audience voted on who they 

wanted to advance to the second part, “The Final 

Showdown,” where only three acts could move on. 

Two performers would be selected by the audience, 

and the third by the judges.

First to perform was Edward Ott, freshman 

biochemistry and business administration major, on 

Team Justin, who performed “I’m Still Standing” 

by Elton John as a dedication to his mother. Guarini 

praised Ott for his positive energy and “that classic 

smile” adorned on his face.

Team Brad’s junior musical theater major Alexis 

Archer’s performed “Bang Bang,” by Cher, delivering 

a striking contrast to Ott’s performance. The panel 

watched in awe as Archer captivated the audience, 

and her Zeta Tau Alpha sisters cheered along with the 

roaring crowd.

Following Archer, senior music production and 

arts management major, Koryna Jn-Louis on team 

Dani sang “Listen” by Beyoncé. Barbati called her 

performance “spectacular,” marking the first act 
where the crowd waved their phone flashlights for a 
performer. 

Jn-Louis described how the supportive atmosphere, 

from the crowd and from the other performers was one 

of  the highlights of  the show. She said, “I really liked 

the community. I know we’re all competing against 

each other, but it didn’t feel like that. We were hyping 

each other up so much backstage, we were all taking 

pictures and laughing and singing. It was a great time.”

Sophomore Jacob Ebert on Team Nick, musical 

theater major, sang “Fever,” by Peggy Lee, a jazzy and 

suave number. Fischetti said that Ebert’s “confidence 
was the strongest point of  [the] performance.” 

Ebert shared his appreciation for the judges’ 

feedback, saying “Confidence has always been one of  
those things that I struggle with. They said you can’t 

fake confidence, but I would argue differently.” 
Despite feeling introverted, sophomore music 

education major Casey Decker from Team Brad 

brought the fire, and sang “Mama Knows Best” by 
Jessie J. Following that feature, sophomore musical 

theater major Finn Alexander came out strong with his 

rendition of  “Lose Control” by Teddy Swims.

To round out the last two performances of  the 

first round was the trio from Team Justin: sophomore 
music major Connor Bowden, sophomore music 

education major Aaron Lynch and sophomore musical 

theater major Matt Angelaccio. They sang “This 

Boy” by The Beatles, with Lynch accompanying their 

singing with live guitar notes. As the only act with 

multiple voices singing, they had the extra challenge 

of  coordinating their volumes and harmonizing with 

each other. Knights described the trio’s harmonies as  

“transporting her elsewhere.”

Olivia Conti, sophomore musical theater major, 

on Team Nick, performed last singing “Don’t Rain 

on My Parade” by Barbara Streisand. Conti received 

a standing ovation for her ability to sing “one of  the 

most difficult [broadway] songs,” according to Guarini.
The first round was over and the decision on who 

would advance to the second round was left to the 

audience’s votes. This year, Barbati explained to the 

crowd that there would be a different way to vote. In 
place of  the typical text-to-vote format they have done 

in past years, a QR code was placed on the screens for 

the audience to scan and fill out a Google form. This 
caused issues among audience members, however, as 

certain people were not able to access the form to vote. 

When the votes were eventually counted up, Conti 

and Decker were chosen by the popular vote, and the 

trio was chosen by the judges.

Decker, up first for the second half, gave a forte 
and upbeat performance of  “Rolling in the Deep,” 

by Adele, followed by the trio with a wistful, piano 

and original three-part composition of  “The Sound 

of  Silence,” by Disturbed. Lastly, Conti performed a 

Disney fan favorite, “Let it Go,” by Idina Menzel.

The poll opened for the second round of  voting, 

with Decker, Conti and the trio standing in the center 

of  the stage as the hosts announced the winner of  R 

Factor 2025.

After the crowd frantically casted their vote, Emily 

Kaufman, senior musical theater major and previous 

champion of  R Factor in spring 2025, performed 

“Vision of  Love” by Mariah Carey. 

Confetti graced the stage when Conti was dubbed 

the winner of  R Factor 2025. Decker and the 

trio cheered her on while everyone in the theater 

celebrated. She solidified “Team Nick’s” second-
consecutive win. Conti was handed the R Factor 

award, smiling from ear to ear for her pictures with the 

judges, friends and family.

“Everyone is honestly so, so talented,” Conti said 

in a post-show interview with The Rider News. “I feel 

really humbled and honored to be a part of  that and 

I’m just really happy to be here.”
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Sophomore music education major Casey Decker moves onto the 

�nale round, and is the �rst to be chosen by popular vote.
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Sophomore music major Connor Bowden, sophomore music 

education major Aaron Lynch and sophomore musical theater 

major Matt Angelaccio move onto the �nale by judges’ vote.

Sophomore musical theater major Olivia Conti moves onto the 

�nale by popular vote and wins R Factor 2025 in the second round. 
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Students showcased ‘Live from the Rider Rock’
By Stacie Hueter and Jasmine White 

A 
MAKE-SHIFT stage, a DJ booth and two lone 

microphones were placed near the Rider Rock 

on Sept. 11 in preparation for the Student 

Entertainment Council’s open-mic night, “Live 

from the Rider Rock.” 

While the theme advertised by the council was 

“Song of  the Summer,” students were encouraged to 

center their performances around any subject. 

Madeline Gilson, junior music education major, 

wide music chair of  the SEC and creator of  “Live 

from the Rider Rock,” said “I just love being 

surrounded by people and seeing people when they 

get up here just light up, regardless of  the nerves.”

Gil Bitsimis, another junior music production 

major, expressed her initial worries about the turnout, 

“I was so worried that there wasn’t gonna be a lot of  

people, so I was trying to prepare for the worst.” 

Particularly eager students, crowded around Gilson 

and Bitsimis’ stand to sign up once the event kicked 

off, while curious passersbys leaving class or getting a 

bite to eat at Cranberry’s gathered near the rock.

“That’s when different people came and sat down 

to watch, which I thought was amazing,” said Gilson.

President John Loyack made a brief  appearance 

near the rock while walking his corgi, Princess Di, 

quietly observing Rider’s talented students on stage. 

The evening featured performances of  various 

Rider students from different grades, ranging from 

karaoke and acoustic, to poetry and stand-up comedy 

that entranced the gawking audience. 

The first of  the evening was freshman music 

production major Mars Springsteel who sang a 

pleasing rendition of  “Good Luck Babe,” by Chappell 

Roan. 

“I love singing and I want to make it a full-time 

career when I get out of  college,” Springsteel said. 

“I do love performing in front of  people and I have 

performed in the past.”

Lorinda Laube, a graduate student in the clinical 

mental health counseling program, recited the first 

poem of  the night after Springsteel. 

“It was a really old poem that I wrote when I was 

in high school,” Laube said smiling. “I think they only 

had [an open-mic] once during my undergrad.”

Following Laube, more students signed up to 

take the stage. Some other performances included 

Najee Davis, senior music production major, singing 

an original piece and Zach Laudor, a freshman 

music production major, singing “We Fell in Love in 

October,” by Girl in Red.

This event was an occasion for creatives who 

wanted a low-stake experience of  projecting their 

voices to the student body. Particularly so for shyer 

students to build confidence.

One individual who embodies this is Phoebe 

Watanabe, an international transfer student from 

Tokyo, who performed “Blue Bird,” a song from 

the soundtrack of  the anime, “Naruto.” Watanabe 

was the last act of  the night, but her performance 

captivated much of  the audience that remained. 

 “[This is] the first time in my entire life that I’ve 

sung outside and in front of  these people,” Watanabe 

said. She was encouraged by a friend to step out 

of  her comfort zone and sing in front of  a crowd, 

earning her roaring cheers from her peers.

Gilson and Bitsimis reflected on their open mic 

night’s success after reviving the event from years of  

its hiatus.

“[Music production majors] just wanted more live 

music events, or just live events in general,” Gilson 

said. “I could provide Rider students with live music 

… they could enjoy.” 

Similar to other Rider traditions, like R Factor 

and Cranberry Fest, Gilson explained open-mic night 

is a good opportunity to meet new faces and form 

friendships that may lead to something greater. She is 

hoping to host them every other Thursday.

“[I started the event back up] just so it feels a 

bit more lively on campus, you know,” Gilson said. 

“Just so we could have a place where everyone could 

perform what they want to perform.”

New photography minor is “more 
than just taking pictures”
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Students gather at the Rider Rock to watch their fellow classmates 

perform di�erent songs, poetry and stand-up comedies. 

By Gabriela Tobar 

R
IDER students can now capture more than just 

memories, thanks to a new photography minor 

that was introduced into the curriculum in fall 

2025. 

The new 12-credit minor consists of  four classes, 

allowing students to gain hands-on experience with 

photography. 

Jessi Oliano, a photography professor at Rider 

and two-time alumnus, shares how creating the 

photography minor was a project in the making for the 

past four years. 

Oliano said she began her research for the minor 

back in 2021 when she realized that many students 

had shown interest in her base photography class; so 

much so that there was almost always a waitlist for the 

course.

“If  there would’ve been a minor in photography 

[when she was at Rider], I would’ve picked that up too. 

I’ve always had a passion for photography, it always 

interested me,” Oliano said. “As a Rider alum, I’m 

just excited to see this happen for our students and I’m 

excited to see what they can do with this.”

Oliano believes that photography has sparked more 

interest because we live in a world where photos can 

tell more to a story than actual words. 

“We’re living in a visual first-culture,” Oliano 
said. “If  you think about it, 90% of  what our brain 

processes in any moment, is visual and photography 

drives that engagement.” 

Since many of  the media programs fall under the 

Department of  Communication,  Journalism and 

Media, Oliano felt that this minor would tie it all 

together. 

One of  the four classes required in this minor is a 

photojournalism class which found its way back into 

the curriculum. 

According to Barbara Boyer, a journalism professor 

at Rider and an alumnus, photojournalism was her 

favorite class when she was a student. 

“I think this is such a great course because we live 

in such a visual world right now and the more 

photography and video skills that we could bring to 

our students, I think it will make them all the more 

marketable,” Boyer said. “Whether they pursue 

journalism, photography or public relations, just 

understanding the visual arts involving news is an 

important aspect of  the curriculum. I think it’ll be a 

really beneficial class for our students.” 

Boyer’s experience with photojournalism began 

when she worked at The Rider News as their 

photographer. She carried the skills she learned in that 

job, she carried with her into her career post-grad.

Boyer said she was invited by Oliano to teach 

a course in the spring 2026 semester, which she is 

looking forward to.  

The ethics surrounding 

photojournalism
Often, Boyer pointed out, news and media present 

images that may raise ethical questions. 

“There’s a lot of  discussion on the ethics of  these 

graphic images that are available,” she said. “Just 

because they’re available, it doesn’t mean that they 

should be used.”

One of  the goals for the new photojournalism 

course is to teach students how to become more 

considerate of  the ethical questions posed in 

photojournalism. 

“That will be part of  the class, for students to 

understand where to draw the line ethically when 

dealing with graphic images,” Boyer said. 

According to Oliano, students will learn how to 

capture images that convey a narrative, focusing on 

candid shots, coverage and ethical considerations in 

photojournalism. 

“We might have an event on campus that this class 

can cover and now we’re doing a little bit more hands-

on real world scenarios, which is awesome,” Oliano 

said. 

Accessing cameras and equipment at Rider has 

never been an issue for students and with a new minor 

that will not change. 

When asked if  there would be any new equipment, 

Oliano said, “Because this is brand new, we’re still   

working on all the details with that.” 

She emphasized that students will have access 

to the Rider TV studio, working alongside Video 

Technologies Coordinator Scott Alboum. 

While Oliano allows students to capture images 

with their phones, she mostly encourages them to take 

advantage of  renting the equipment available. 

With hopes of  the photojournalism class to begin 

this upcoming spring, Oliano aims to encourage 

students to use digital single-lens reflex cameras. 
“I think that would be at the discretion of  the 

professor and see what they say, but we are really 

pushing to make this feel like a real elevated course, an 

elevated minor,” Oliano said. 

Although Oliano could not give much detail yet, 

she mentioned that there are a few selected alumni 

lined up to return as guest lecturers. 

“I can’t tell you their names yet, but I can tell you 

that they have really exciting careers in photography 

and across multiple industries too,” Oliano said. 

Oliano hopes that the new photography minor 

allows students to view photography in a broader light.

“I want it to be more than just taking pictures 

for students. I want to give them the skills and the 

confidence to tell stories... and to see the world in new 
ways,” Oliano said. “If  we can do that with this new 

minor, then it’s going to be a success.” 

Senior music production major Najee Davis performs an orginal 

written piece, accompanied by his guitar.
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Rider’s new phtography minor will o�er a special course in 

photojournalism in spring 2026.
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The Rider News serves as a public forum for student 

expression and welcomes letters to the editor from all 

members of the university community. Letters must 

include the writer’s telephone number and email address 

for veri�cation. Letters that constitute personal attacks 

on individuals or groups are unacceptable. We reserve 

the right to edit letters to the editor for length, clarity, 

accuracy, grammar and libel. Letters must be appropriate 

in terms of taste and civility. Brevity is encouraged. All 

decisions are at the sole discretion of the editorial board, 

which may reject any letter. Send to The Rider News via 

email at ridernews@rider.edu. Letters must be received by 

midnight on the Monday preceding publication. Any tips 

or suggestions can be sent to ridernews@rider.edu.
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‘Libète oswa lanmò’: The language of protest

E
DEN Lewis, a senior English major, put it best, “an activist is someone who feels 
compelled to act.”

A physical response to the injustices of  the world around them, forces 
activists to speak out and to fight against it. For an activist, it goes against 

their nature to standby while the world around them suffers.

I am not an activist, but I come from people who defied and rebelled against 
the systems set in place to hold them back — to be Black is to stand in resistance.

“Libète oswa lanmò.” Liberty or death. It is the decree of  the Haitian people, 
a testament to the strength and resilience of  the people. They rebelled and made 
it known they would choose death over servitude, that they would fight before 
ever allowing themselves to be returned to 

bondage.

I have grown complacent and feel as if  I 

have shamed my people; I stifle the pit in my 

stomach and hold back the words that want 

to escape my mouth. This defies every part of  

me screaming that there is something wrong 

in the world.

I have lost the language of  protest, the 

voice that used to compel me to stand up for 

not just myself, but those around me. I have 

grown tired of  speaking up and advocating to 

a world that does not want to hear.

However, students like Itunu Adebayo, 

a double major in criminal justice and 

psychology, reminded me of  the voice I lost. 

Adebayo shared she does not allow the lack 

of  response from the world to shut her down. 

Instead, she advocates in spite of  the world 

and holds her anger, reminding herself  that it 

is real and justified.

Adebayo speaks power into her 

communities and to those around her. She 

protests by being loud, being heard and not allowing anyone to label who she is.
Protest does not have to be large. You do not have to topple the government, 

you do not have to rally thousands of  people and you do not have to be the most 
outspoken person.

As Adebayo put it, protesting is using your voice in the small ways you can: 
posting on social media, attending a peaceful rally or sit-in and even talking to 
your loved ones. 

Lewis said protesting can be as simple as community engagement, taking a 
dollar and donating to a crowdfund or GoFundMe.

Protest is self-advocacy, in a world where shame is a tool used by those who 
wish to oppress. 

Protest is love in a world where who you love has become political. 

Protest is empowering those around you, looking beyond yourself  in a 
capitalist society focused on the individual.

Lewis said that anger is what we should be feeling.

I am angry with myself  and the world. When I open my phone to headlines 
of  death in Gaza, Sudan, Congo and right here in America, it enrages me — a 
visceral anger that makes my body shake, a heat so raw it burns in my stomach. 
Yet, I have not spoken out against it.

Brutality is just as much of  a language as protest. A dark whisper of  jealousy 
and hate, the act of  dehumanization and subjugation. Brutality is beyond just 

the physical brute force, it is the installation 

of  shame, it is the social death as you make 

someone’s identity a target, the words that sow 

hatred and anger into the hearts of  the people 

around you. It is legislation and privilege. 

Money and corruption. It is the American 

way.

Brutality is a language that trumps protest, 

not because of  raw strength but the shame it 

instills within those who act against it.

Dehumanization, to reduce one to that of  

an animal, is the goal of  brutality; to leave one 

a hollow shell of  themselves and carve out a 

new identity for them.

A fellow Rider student, who opted not to 

be named in this piece, stated that “the biggest 

act of  defiance that you can do is living out 

loud.” 

Brutality trumps protest when we condemn 

the actions of  the oppressed and when we 

tell the oppressed to meet their oppressor 

with love and open arms, while violence tears 

through their communities.

How do we decide when someone has a “right” to violence? To what extent 
does brutality warrant violence?

Adebayo said, “Violence wouldn’t be necessary in a society that believed in 
justice.”

This is not a call to violence though, nor is it a decree for everyone to take up 
arms and become an activist.

Zora Neale Hurston, a Harlem Renaissance writer is famously quoted, “If  you 
are silent about your pain, they’ll kill you and say you enjoyed it.” 

That is what this is about. Speak up and speak out.

Zyheim Bell

senior journalism major
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DIGITAL EXCLUSIVE: 

‘Play’ is totally skip-

worthy

By Libby D’Orvilliers

DIGITAL EXCLUSIVE: 

‘Everest’ peaks fans’ 

interests

By Jenna Munswami
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“Libète oswa lanmò”  means “liberty or death” and is a Haitian decree that is a testament to the 

power and resilience of the people.



Sports

By Benjamin Shinault

T
HE damage was done and the Broncs came back 

bruised and battered but are ready for Metro 

Atlantic Athletic Conference play. On Sept. 13, 

Rider played its final out-of-conference match 

against the Georgetown University Hoyas and were 

shutout 4-0. The Broncs by the end of  their out-of-

conference schedule finished with a record of  1-5-1 

with zero wins on the road.

‘It was a great opportunity for us’
The Hoyas attacked the Broncs quickly in the 

Saturday night showdown scoring a goal within the first 
six minutes of  the match off a penalty. 

After the first goal from Georgetown, the Broncs 
were able to collapse onto the Hoyas defense with both 

of  the two shots coming from sophomore midfielder 
Ezra Punselie, but none found the back of  the net.

After the two shots from Punselie, Georgetown held 

possession for a while and were able to send off four 
shots in a matter of  10 minutes, but the pressure got to 

be too much for the Broncs goalkeeper Marius Helias, 

putting Rider down 2-0.

After a few substitutions for both teams, 

Georgetown and their fresh legs were able to remain 

dominant in the first half  lead to 2-0.
Georgetown was not done pouring it on the Broncs 

quite yet as in the 43rd minute of  the first half, as the 
Hoyas attacked the 18-yard box and got it past Helias 

to make it 3-0, tied for their largest first half  deficit of  
the season.

By the end of  the first half, the Hoyas scored 11 
shots and Helias saved eight of  them. In the previous 

match against Saint Joseph’s University, Helias made 

six saves in total.

In previous matches this season, the Broncs have 

performed better in the second half  and against 

Georgetown, the trend continued. 

In the first half, the Broncs gave up 11 shots, three 
goals and committed four fouls. Meanwhile, in the 

second half  the Broncs still gave up 11 shots but Helias 

made five saves and only allowed one more goal. 
The final Georgetown goal of  the match came in 

the 81st minute after some improved defense from the 

Broncs. 

Georgetown, the 25th best men’s soccer team in 

the nation in the coaches preseason poll, served as a 

learning opportunity for the Broncs.

“I think we were playing a top 25 team, one of  the 

best teams in the country and it was a great opportunity 

for us to really take a look at ourselves,” Head Coach 

Chad Duernberger said.

When making the schedule for the 2025 season, 

Duernberger says that he puts tough opponents on 

the schedule for a reason to give the Broncs a good 

challenge before they face off against their MAAC 
rivals.

At the end of  the match, Georgetown finished with 
22 total shots with 17 on goal in comparison to the 

Broncs’ five shots with one being a goal, coming from 
junior forward Gio Polizzi.

Helias, by the end of  the match, would make 13 

saves. The last time a Bronc made more than that was 

in 2016. 

“It was his [Helias] second game for us and we 

really like Marius and I think he’s a great goalkeeper 

and I’m excited to push onto the MAAC now,” 

Duernberger said.

For Helias’ second match, getting into Rider’s 

history books came as a surprise.

“It’s always good but you know when the goalkeeper 

is making a lot of  saves, it is not a good sign for the 

team so I’m happy to be in the history but, I still think 

we need to improve,” Helias said.

Rider will look to improve as they welcome a new 

year of  MAAC conference play. Their first match will 
be against the Canisus University Golden Griffins 
on Sept. 20 at home at 12 p.m. The game will be 

broadcast on ESPN+.
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Broncs hounded by Georgetown in 4-0 shutout
MEN’S SOCCER

Broncs struggle in split-host tournament, fall to 2-6
By Terrell Munford and Glendale Eversley

R
UTGERS University and Rider hosted a volleyball 

tournament and the Broncs concluded with 

a 1-2 record, with their lone victory coming 

from playing the University of  New Hampshire 

and the two losses against Rutgers and Saint Francis 

University.

Scarlet Knights joust the Broncs
On Sept. 10, Rider took on the Scarlet Knights to 

start off the tournament. 
The Scarlet Knights were in command to start off 

the game, with a two point lead, 6-4. Rutgers went on 

a 6-1 run to extend their lead. 

Rider did not back down as they responded with 

a 3-0 run, capped off by an ace from junior setter 
Makenna Mason. 

Rutgers, however, charged back with a 6-0 run of  

their own, hitting .462 for the set, with two separate 

6-0 runs taking the set. 

The Broncs trailed early in the second set with a 

5-2 deficit, charging back as they went on a 4-0 run 
during the serve and kill by senior opposite Kiannisha 

Santiago. 

The Scarlet Knights responded back to take a 13-

10 lead, but Rider stomped back to even the set with a 

3-0 run of  their own, including an ace from freshman 

libero and defensive specialist Carly Allen. 

Rutgers with the lead, 21-18 closed out the set with 

a 4-0 run.

The Scarlet Knights did not trail behind 

throughout the third and final set, jumping out to a 
12-3 lead. 

With the Broncs down 21-9, they made their final 
push of  the match with a 4-2 run, including a block 

and kill from graduate student middle hitter Carley 

McAleavey. The Rutgers lead, however, was too 

challenging to overcome and the Broncs walked out 

with a win in the third set to clinch the 3-0 sweep.  

Broncs get back on track
After a tough match against Rutgers, the Broncs 

hosted the next two games in a doubleheader. In the 

first game, the Broncs welcomed the New Hampshire 
Wildcats. 

Rider seemed to be clicking on all cylinders in the 

first set, coming out on top 25-12, on an aggressive 
play by junior outside hitter Rylah Robinson. The 

Wildcats clawed back to take the second set, 27-25, 

and gain a 2-1 advantage over the Broncs. This was  

followed with a 25-20 victory in the third. 

The Broncs came out with force in the fourth set 

with Robinson and Santiago each chiming in four kills. 

Mason joined the party with 13 of  her match high 52 

assists in the set.

In an intense fifth set, the Broncs charged ahead 
with an early 8-6 lead, before the Wildcats swiped the 

next four points after switching sides to take a 10-8 

lead. Trailing by two, with the Wildcats leading 12-

10, the Broncs responded with back-to-back points, 

including five of  the next six to take the set and walk 
out victorious. 

Loss in the finale
In the final game of  the day, Rider took on Saint 

Francis but fell short as the Red Flashes punched their 

ticket to the finish line with a 3-0 victory. Sacred Heart 
took the first set with a score of  25-19, cruising along 
in the second set with a 25-18 victory, and walking 

away with the win, winning 25-21.

The first set of  the game was a tight one with 
the Broncs sneaking out to their largest lead at 6-3. 

Although, Saint Francis crawled back and finished on 
top in a tight game.

The second set did not favor the Broncs as they 

only had a 2-1 early lead. The Broncs came within 

striking distance throughout the game, but could not 

knot it up.

In an effort to avoid a sweep, the Broncs put on 
a good performance in the third set, but in the later 

stages the wheels fell off and allowed Saint Francis 
to have  a 6-0 run. The Broncs could not stop Saint 

Francis’ momentum and were swept out of  Alumni 

Gym.

Rohde spoke on her team’s performance and the 

missed opportunities the Broncs could have capitalized 

on throughout the game.

 “I think overall it was not our best match and we 

didn’t play well as a team,” Rohde continued, “We 

recognized it early with the game and tried to play 

through it and work it out throughout the game, but it 

was not just flowing.”
The Broncs return for action on Sept. 18 as they 

take on the University of  Tennessee Lady Volunteers. 

The game starts at 6:30 p.m.        

    

VOLLEYBALL

Senior mid�elder William Baker clocked in 40 minutes against 

Georgetown.
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Junior setter Makenna Mason reached 1,000 career assists against 

New Hampshire.
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CORRECTION

In a Sept. 10 issue, regarding a Rider 

men’s soccer game, George Washington 

University’s team name was wrong.  The 

correct name is ‘Revolutionaries.’  The Rider 

News regrets this error. 



Sports O
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E BRONCS BRING THE HEAT
Women’s soccer shut out Albany University in their last             
non-conference game of the season. Read Liliana Basile’s story!

FIND THE STORIES ON THERIDERNEWS.COM

Senior forward Semra Said competes against the Swiss National Team at the Mannheimer Hockeyclub in Germany.
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By Samantha Clark

I
NTERNATIONAL student athletes travel thousands of  

miles, crossing oceans and countries to play for 

American athletic programs and universities, 

often leading to an uncomfortable adjustment to a 

new style of  play and life on their own. When senior 

forward Semra Said left her home in Mannheim, 

Germany, to play field hockey in Lawrenceville, the 

transition from living with her family to moving over 

4,000 miles away quickly became effortless, thanks to 

the family she found with the Broncs.

Growing up German
Said was born and raised in Germany, the place 

where her love for sports first took root. Growing 
up, Said was encouraged to try any sport she could, 

including table tennis, tennis, soccer and gymnastics. 

None of  them, however, captured her heart as 

much as field hockey. At just four years old, Said was 
chasing the ball, marking the start of  her journey on 

the turf.

Pursuing this passion grew more difficult as she got 
older due to the long hours of  high school in Germany. 

From sophomore to senior year, school stretched from 

8 a.m. to 5 p.m., and practices began promptly at 

5:45 p.m., leaving little time for her friends and family, 

homework, eating and relaxation. 

Consequently, Said’s desire to play field hockey in 
America was born. 

Across the Atlantic
In September 2021, Said signed her offer to play 

Division I field hockey for Rider, officially booking her 
ticket to the United States. 

Adapting to life in Lawrenceville was a struggle at 

first because Said was homesick. 
Although she has family living in California, Texas 

and New York, Said could not help but feel a twinge in 

her heart after each time her teammates’ families came 

to support their daughters.

“It’s hard to see your teammates with your parents all 

the time, because you know your parents can’t just be 

here,” Said said.

Additionally, field hockey is played differently in the 
United States than in Europe, posing another bump in 

her transition. 

Nonetheless, Said performed proficiently in her 
first year as a Bronc, scoring her first collegiate goal in 
an upset win over American University, as well as the 

game-winning goal in the Northeast Conference win 

over Stonehill University.

In Said’s freshman year, the Broncs welcomed 

a total of  four international athletes, joining three 

already on the roster, bringing a comforting bond to 

the girls who all shared the similar ache of  being far 

from home. 

Senior forward Valeria Perales from Madrid 

said, “It’s been a really good support for me, having 

someone also living this experience with new people 

and where everything is new … it makes me feel less 

far away from home.”

‘Not just a team, we are family’
The biggest adjustment for Said was the shift in 

team culture both on and off the field. In Germany, 
sports and school are separate, with teams only being 

offered in a club or recreational setting. This creates a 
dynamic where teammates are strictly teammates and 

nothing else beyond the field. 
After moving to Lawrenceville, Said began to 

understand the importance of  friendship among the 

team’s roster. 

Whether it be driving her to a doctor’s 

appointment, the store or the bank, helping Said 

understand locker room discussions or explaining 

American culture, the girls on Rider’s field hockey 
team do all they can to support each other. 

Senior defense Megan Normile said, “Rides from 
the airport, can’t go home for holidays, if  they ever 

need a place to stay, they’re always welcome.”

In addition to her teammates, Said expressed her 

gratitude to the people that support her in the areas 

that her family cannot while overseas. 

The families of  her teammates open their doors to 

every international student athlete for holidays, spring 

breaks, impromptu dinner dates or on tough days 

when they need a break from campus. 

“I really feel like we are not just a team, we 

are family,” Said said. “My big support system is 

not only my team and my coaches, but also their               

families. … These people will treat you like you are 

their daughter.”

Head Coach Gina Carey-Smith preached family 

culture on the field, allowing for this behavior to be 
carried into the team’s personal relationships. 

In both victories and losses, she said these 

teammates become a strong support system for one 

another, built on foundations of  trust, honesty and 

accountability.

“I’ve always taught with all the teams I’ve ever 

coached that you really have to take care of  each other 

on the field.” Carey-Smith said. “When the girls are on 
the field, and maybe somebody’s having a bad day and 
they’re not playing up to par, it’s our responsibility as a 

family member to hype them up and get them through 

their tough times.” 

Lawrenceville is more than just Said’s college 

town and her commitment to play for the Broncs 

is more than a paper she signed four years ago. For 

Said, it is where she found a second family and where 

she learned to ease the ache of  long distance and 

homesickness.

With her parents and two brothers cheering 

overseas, and her newfound family encouraging her 

on the sidelines, Said carries memories that extend 

far past goals and wins. She also holds memories that 

make Rider feel like home, something that once felt so 
far away.

  

Home away from home: Semra Said’s family abroad
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