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Former Rider investigator named new Title IX director

By Grace Bertrand
en Koenig was appointed as Rider’s new
KTitle IX coordinator and director of Title IX
and Equal Opportunity Compliance amid
current concerns about the office’s response to a recent
on-campus sexual assault case.

Rider’s Title IX Office is federally required under
the Title IX legislation to properly investigate sexual
harassment or assault on campuses. Over the years,
many students have brought up concerns about
sexual assaults not being investigated properly.

Coming into the position as a former university
investigator for Title IX and the Anti-Harassment
and Non-Discrimination Policy, Koenig said he can
bring a better understanding of the weight of the
investigative process for Title IX cases.

“When I talk to people, there’s no bias on my
end,” Koenig said. “We want that independence
because you want somebody not to be biased when
they go into [the case] and have a clear mind and look
at something objectively.”

A sexual assault was reported to Lawrence Police on
Jan. 1 and communicated to Rider on Feb. 2. After a
campuswide notification was sent to the university on
Feb. 12, no additional communication on the incident
was given by the administration or Public Safety.

According to Koenig, an initial assessment is in
place to evaluate the circumstances of the incident and
determine whether a formal investigation is needed.
As of Feb. 26, a formal investigation has not been
initiated, Koenig said.

In a formal investigation, the university investigators
are prompted to take over the case as independent
and neutral parties, Koenig said. While no formal
investigation with the university is in place, Rider is
currently relying on the Lawrence Police’s criminal
investigation.

“I do have the initial assessment that ’'m pursuing
right now, and whether that moves on to a formal

Grace Bertrand/The Rider News

Ken Koenig was appointed as Rider’s new Tltle IX coordinator and the
director of Title IX and Equal Opportunity Compliance.

nvestigation, we shall see shortly,” Koenig said.

Speaking to the administration’s silence on the
matter, Koenig explained that Title IX’s priority
1s handling the cases with care rather than always
informing the student body, if there is no imminent
threat.

“I want to protect the student body, but I also want
to protect the confidentiality of the reporting parties,”
Koenig continued. “T have extensive experience
dealing with crime victims and I just want to make
sure that in some of these cases, we’re protecting
everybody involved.”

Another appointment

Koenig’s appointment comes after former Title IX
Coordinator Ryan McKinney left Rider over winter
recess. The Title IX Office has undergone several
leadership changes over the years, with more than

three different coordinators hired within the last four
years.

With frequent changes in leadership, students raised
concerns for their cases not being fully investigated,
according to a November 2022 article from The Rider
News. Some of the victims of sexual harassment in
previous years alleged to The Rider News reporter that
the university never even interviewed them.

Koenig said, “The inconsistency of somebody
coming in [and leaving] is difficult. But I think that’s
where I can excel in this position ... I certainly knew
a lot of the background of some of the investigations
that were conducted here and I think that’s where I
can make a really big leap.”

His entrance into the job was announced in a
universitywide email from Dean of Students Christine
Mehlhorn on Feb. 25.

Mehlhorn told The Rider News that Koenig’s
“strong working relationship” with investigators
and campus partners will allow him to thoughtfully
navigate the complex cases that arise.

“That continuity matters. It allows us to maintain
consistency in how reports are reviewed, how
investigations are conducted and how we support
students throughout the process,” Mchlhorn said.

Koenig’s top priority as he comes into the position is
to make sure students are informed about Rider’s Title
IX and Anti-Harassment and Non-Discrimination
Policy. His hope is that the campus community will feel
comfortable coming to the Title IX Office, whether
or not they were involved in an incident that calls for
Title IX intervention.

“For some students, it may be their first experience
with anything that’s harassment related or touches
on Title IX and they may not know,” Koenig said. “I
want them to feel comfortable and confident that our
job here in Title IX is for them.”

Branding panel invites students to grow in the media world

By Caroline Haviland

s four professionals took the stage in the Rue
A Auditorium to share insight into the fashion,

sports and media world, two words were
continuously vocalized by each panelist: authenticity
and consistency.

“The Power of Image: Branding Through Fashion,
Sports and Media” panel on March 3 in Sweigart Hall
brought together creative individuals, three of whom
were Rider alums; Megan Ramirez *10, Al-Fuquan
Green ’14, Ariana Palmer ’17 and Vanessa Wong.

The panel shared with interested students the differing
aspects of their careers that guided them to their
current positions.

The stage was set with three chairs facing the
audience and a projector screen featuring a Zoom
call that brought Palmer into the discussion all the
way from Florida. With alert faces ready to answer a
plethora of questions, the panelists were ready:

Professional insight

Bringing a marketing perspective to the table,
Ramirez shared her journey to becoming the director
of marketing and communications for Wound,

MARCH HOROSCOPES
Q What does this month
b= have in store for you?

D

Ostomy and Continence Nurses Society, a professional
nursing association.

Ramirez graduated from Rider as a
communications major and credited her transition
to a career in marketing to the connections she made
over the years. She said to get started in this field,
one has to be “authentic and not afraid to make
mistakes.”

One of her first internships in undergrad
was with the American Cancer Society as a
communications intern. From there, Ramirez said
she networked her way up the chain to different
companies and positions.

“Just putting yourself out there and talking to
people and just making those connections is going to
make a world of a difference,” she said.

Coming from the world of fashion, Green urged
audience members to always present themselves to
onlookers authentically, marking that as a key factor to
the success in his career.

Green graduated from Rider with a double major
in journalism and public relations, and attributes
the knowledge he gathered on how to brand himself
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Four media professionals, including past graduates, came to Rider to
discuss sports, fashion and media.

within the fashion industry to his schooling.

“I feel like when you come out of college you're just
putting yourself out there. You have to believe in what
you're selling, what you're offering, the skill set that you
have,” Green said.

Even though Rider does not offer a fashion
program, that did not stop Green from getting

experience for a career in the
) SEE“HOW”
industry post-grad. He shared PAGE 3
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Crashing onto campus

Tree trouble. On Feb. 27, at 10:42 a.m., Public Safety
heard a collision come from Route 206, near their
building. Officers responded and found a vehicle had
struck a telephone pole and then drove off the road
into a small tree on campus property. The driver
was checked for injuries and an ambulance was
called for further evaluation. The vehicle
was then towed away and PSE&G
responded to repair the pole.

SECURITY BRIEFS

BY LIBBY D'ORVILLIERS
Information provided by Public Safety Director Matthew Babcock

Look out above!

Falling fixtures. On March 2, at 1:45 p.m., Public Safety
was dispatched to the outside of Fine Arts near the lake
for the report of debris falling from the building. Upon
their arrival, Public Safety met with Facilities who
reported that parts of the concrete overhang were
falling due to the thawing temperatures. Public
Safety closed off the sidewalks and Facilities
began making repairs.
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Which way out?

Damaged directions. On March 3, at 10:03 a.m., Public
Safety was conducting a Park, Walk and Talk in Switlik
Hall when they found damage. While the officer was

checking the first floor, they discovered damaged
exit signs in the A and B wings of the building.
Facilities was notified to make repairs.

Black faculty leaders share their ‘walks of life’

By Cal Sutton

The acknowledgment of Black individuals’
contributions to society goes deeper than Black
History Month.

Charles Ray, Tyrone Clinton Jr. and Sheena
Howard are all accomplished Black professors
at Rider who have made differences in their
communities.

Ray, an associate professor-lecturer in the Norm
Brodsky College of Business, expressed strong ties to
Black history within the reasons he felt inspired to
pursue his career path.

Ray is one of only three full-time Black male
faculty members at Rider, according to reports from
the deans of each academic college.

“[Black History Month] is an important
opportunity for us to give reverence to trailblazers
in the Black community and in America,” he said.

Ray is an attorney and a professor, with a deep-
rooted passion for justice, which developed for him
in the second grade.

He did not want to be a doctor due to a fear
of blood, and he did not want to be an engineer
because his impression of an engineer was that they
drive trains and trains do not have a steering wheel
to turn, Ray said. This led him to think that being
an attorney was his best bet in the second grade.

That decision, fueled by childhood dreams, set
him up for his future career’s success. Ray attended
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Louisiana State University to obtain his bachelor’s
degree and got his Jurist Doctorate degree from
Rutgers School of Law.

His interest in law can also be attributed to learning
about Black history.

“It was really during Black History Month
celebrations when they would talk about things like
the Civil Rights Movement,” Ray said.

Ray highlighted learning about Thurgood Marshall
because he argued the Brown v. Board of Education
ruling, which is integral to the rights of Black people
in the United States today.

Ray has experienced “life in extremes.” He
attributed his success and his bountiful knowledge of
the human experience to that.

As the oldest of 10 children, living in a single-
parent household on welfare, Ray expressed that his
humble upbringing helped him understand a breadth
of individuals’ experiences.

Despite Ray’s challenges, he brought himself to
anew “extreme” later on, which was having the
privilege to access a bountiful education, possessing a
doctorate degree and having the ability to teach future
generations.

“I’'ve experienced a lot of struggle, and I've also
experienced great privilege,” Ray said. “It’s made me
a very understanding leader.”

CELEBRATING

BLACK
FAGULTY

‘M(Mm.ﬁ
- Sheena Howard
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Three Black faculty members shared their experiences that led them to
Rider.

Leading with compassion

Clinton, an adjunct faculty member, conductor
of Chapel Choir and a faculty member of Master
Singers, has also had an expansive educational
experience.

He obtained a bachelor’s degree from Morechouse
College in Atlanta, Georgia, which is the only all-male
historically Black college or university in the U.S.
studying conducting,

Clinton moved onto Ohio State University to get a
master’s degree and to Northwestern University for a
doctorate degree.

He also studied abroad during his doctoral research
in Mexico and Spain.

Clinton has loved music his whole life, and has
been truly passionate about it since he was young. “I
was always a musician, even as a kid,” Clinton said.
“I [knew] I wanted to be a music educator after high
school.”

Clinton’s passion for music goes deeper than just
his education. He founded a Harlem-based nonprofit
to help aspiring Black musicians in New York and
share the Black experience through music.

“I started a nonprofit organization called The
Unsung Collective, which is a community partner
with the New York Philharmonic Orchestra,” Clinton
said. “I started that because there was an absence of
storytelling and voices ... within the realm of classical
music or Western art.”

He leads with compassion for others both in

education and his music nonprofit organization.
“Nobody is going to experience your experience the
way that you do,” Clinton said. “My walk of life is
not your walk of life.”

Clinton attributes his well-rounded life experience
to his travels. From Brooklyn in his carly life to the
south, midwest and abroad during his collegiate years,
he believes he 1s “a reflection of all those places.”

His resiliency is important to who he is, because
he knows that he will never stop learning and
wants others to know that it is important to be
understanding of others.

“As an educator, I think it’s important for me to
never reach a space where I feel like it’s OK to stop
learning,” Clinton said. “I always want to be in a
space where I learn.”

Using experience to assist others

Howard, a professor in the department of
communication, journalism and media, has been
published on multiple occasions and has written many
books and research articles.

To Howard, acknowledging Black history means,
“Recognizing the history and contributions of Black
people and the African Diaspora.” She said, “It’s also
a time for me to reflect on the work my ancestors and
Black leaders have put in to allow us the freedoms we
have today.”

Howard went to Iona University and earned a
bachelor’s degree in marketing. She then went to New
York Institute of Technology, acquiring a master’s
degree in graphic design, and to Howard University to
get her doctorate degree in intercultural and rhetorical
communication.

Since she was six or seven years old, Howard knew
she wanted to teach. She already loved writing, so she
enjoyed being able to channel her passions into what
she does as a career.

Howard now has an expansive portfolio, filled with
writing, online courses, professional communication
examples and webinars.

“Writing has always been my creative and
emotional outlet as well as sports. I went to Iona
... on a [Division I] basketball scholarship. After
my basketball career, I focused on continuing my
education which allowed me to write more,” Howard
said.

As aleader, Howard wants others to feel like they
are assisted to the highest level possible.

“I'm a leader that tries to empower others and give
them tools to help them reach their goals,” she said.

Ray, Clinton and Howard all have made
positive contributions to Rider and their respective
overarching communities.

About his outlook on his decisions, Ray said,
“Anything that I say, anything that I do, ... I try
to think about everything. ... I never second guess
myself, but I always think twice.”
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How media professionals stand out in a competitive industry

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

the importance of getting internships outside of
school, which he did by working for organizations
during New York Fashion Week and taking a train
whenever possible to New York City to be around
the fashion community.

“Rider’s a good college, but it just wasn’t giving
me that creative juice. Obviously I needed it, I was
yearning for it. So just interning and being able to
take that early train to New York and make it work,”
Green said. “You got to put yourself out there. New
York is like the capital of fashion.”

Following a question regarding how to stand out
in these competitive industries, Green answered
to be consistent and do things “that speak to you
creatively,” because there are people who will align
with multiple creative visions.

Ramirez bounced off the idea of consistency
and echoed how important it is to maintain a strong
brand, calling herself “a stickler for branding.”

“On my team, the way that looks is we have
internal brand guidelines, which is something that
we’ve evolved in the last few years. It’s something
that we really try to stick to,” Ramirez said.

“That’s everything from our mission vision for our
organization down to the imagery we like to use on
social media ... down to the tone of voice that we use
on socials, blogs and emails.”

Palmer, a former member of Rider’s swimming and
diving team, gave the audience a look into the aspects
of sports branding. As the senior associate athletic
director for marketing and brand at Florida Atlantic
University, Palmer shared key elements to breaking out
in the sports industry: “set yourselves apart early and
make connections.”

In order to find numerous professional
opportunities, Palmer advised audience members
to take any opportunity provided to them because it
could lead them to somewhere else in their career.
Being closed-minded, she said, does not expand one’s
branding:

Creating a professional social media account,
following brands that one aligns with and posting in
a skillful manner can help shape a person’s image,
Palmer added, due to the weight social media has on a
person’s career.

Palmer’s advice to the audience was to use online
platforms as a way to build a portfolio. Palmer said
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From left to right: Vanessa Wong, Megan Ramirez, Ariana Palmer and Al-Fuquan Green.

she has seen younger aspiring individuals find success
in their careers by utilizing their online presence to
exhibit their hands-on work by showcasing campaigns
that have been both effective and ineffective in sports
marketing,

Each panelist echoed the same sentiment of social
media’s prevalence in today’s professional world, as
it offers an opportunity to network outside of work
and present creative skills. However, for Wong, social
media became work “accidentally.”

After living in Jersey City, New Jersey, for nearly a
decade and working in the corporate world of New
York City, Wong had to move back to her suburban
hometown. She explained that by sharing her
raw experiences on social media, and treating her
platforms as a “personal diary,” she eventually gained
a following of over 6,000 due to her relatability.

“Show up the way you want to show up, like the
way you talk to your friends. Don’t overthink it,” Wong
said.

From planning to execution
Senior communications major Lauren Kelson

brought the branding panel to fruition through a

communications internship opportunity with the

Career Development Success Office. Kelson said Karl
Craft, the office’s director, was very adamant about
“getting her hands dirty.”

With that nudge, Kelson got to work and started
brainstorming a possible event. She initially sent
out an email to all students in the department of
communications, journalism and media, asking what
events they would like to see on campus. Using that
information, the panel came to life.

Kelson reached out to about 15 people through
LinkedlIn, asking them if they would be interested
in sharing their insights through this event. After the
event, Kelson said she was very pleased with what the
four panelists shared with the audience.

“Even if one thing that someone said helped
someone or they thought about it a little more
afterwards, then it was worth doing it,” Kelson said.

With each professional coming from different
backgrounds and career fields, the shared sentiment of
being genuine and passionate was felt throughout the
entire event.

Green said, “Especially in 2026, it’s about being
authentic, just being yourself, putting yourself out
there, just being consistent, be annoying. You never
know what’s going to be introduced to you.”
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Game Design Showcase highlights student-made game

By Stacie Hueter
old, adventurous and colorful are three
B adjectives that could describe this year’s student
demo for the Game Design Showcase that took
place on Feb. 28.

It was only one person causing such a commotion:
Daniel Bird, sophomore game and interactive media
design major, who presented his game, Project Ink.

Students entered room 249 in Fine Arts to playtest
it and found themselves immersed in the experience.

Bird created the game as part of a culminating
semester-long project for his 200-level game
development course. Even before this class, he had
already conceptualized Project Ink in high school with
help from his mother.

“It originally started as a project for a game design
high school class that I took before college,” Bird said.
“The assignment was to think of a game idea and test
it out.”

But when Bird took a 2D game design class, he
found the perfect opportunity to bring his idea to
life. His game centers around the protagonist Raffiki,
who finds himself stuck in a world without color. As a
platformer game, the player must traverse through a
forest while dodging obstacles.

Soft, ambient music contributed to the game’s
immersion. Bird composed the soundtrack and learned
to make background music through a music theory
class he took.

A unique element of Project Ink is the game

mechanic used to “color the world.” Initially, the player

must collect black ink, whether by collecting bottles of
ink scattered throughout the map or extracting it from
enemies they encounter with the pen and spear tool
that they have. They could then use the ink to create
bridges that can be used to cross gaps or act as shields
against bosses.

This was the most tedious part of the game for
Bird. “Each pixel has its own collision system, so it’s
just colliding with each other. There were a lot of fixes,
but it never really worked ... so I had to create my own
collision code,” he explained.

Bird considers Project Ink a puzzle game, in which
the students tried their best to figure out how to use
game mechanics in order to advance themselves.
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Students watch a demonstration of Project Ink, the game featured in this year’s Game Design Showcase.

One student played through the entire demo,
while others watched and provided moral support.
Eventually, the hype picked up when they approached
the first main boss, a huge monster made entirely out
of ink.

The student struggled to get through, but with some
helpful quips from Bird, they discovered that they
needed to draw ink above Raffiki to block the crushing
monster and drive it to the left side of the screen. After
enough rounds, the boss was defeated.

By the end, the player finds a glass bottle full of
colors. Then, they are instructed to “color” the world
around them, eventually unlocking the “vibrant”
version of the world. The trees, water and Raffiki
himself became colorful again.

The most intriguing twist was when this specific
playthrough triggered the final cutscenes with Raffiki
interacting with unnamed characters, and eventually
falling asleep. This unlocked the “Nightmare Ending,”
which prompted many surprised gasps from everyone
because it left the implication of multiple endings.

For fun, Bird decided to show everybody another
ending. He went back toward the start of the level and
fell into a secret cave below it. The cave was colored

monochromatic gray and held its own mysterious
soundtrack.

In the cave, the player finds a glass bottle filled with
ink, similar to the main level. However, they quickly
discover that it is not the same.

Running the other way revealed a separate boss,
pitting the ink version of Raffiki against his normal
self. By this point, everybody had their eyes glued to
the screen, absorbed by the intense boss fight. Upon
completion, a bonus ending could be discovered if
players are ambitious enough.

Game design professor Matthew DiMatteo, oversees
the production of these games from start to finish and
reflected on his role throughout the course.

“In the capstone course, my primary role is to help
students stay organized and on schedule, essentially
like a project manager,” DiMatteo said.

The students work in groups and are responsible
for each part of the project and completing the goals
they set out for themselves. DiMatteo feels proud of his
students when they finally finish.

He said, “This is usually a fun moment, as students
see their hard work come to fruition.”

‘Art inspiring art’: The Harlem Renaissance

By Brannagh Rattigan

he Rider Poets and Rider’s chapter of Sigma
I Tau Delta, the international English honor
society, shared the artwork of four famous
figures of the Harlem Renaissance in honor of Black
History Month. The exhibition was meant to inspire
art within Rider students and community members.
To start off the night on Feb. 26 in Lynch Adler
Hall, both organization’s presidents introduced the
Harlem Renaissance, a vibrant period of African
American culture, music, literature and art spanning
from the 1910s to mid 1930s. The evening’s
presentation showcased the individual works of
Renaissance artists Augusta Savage, Countee Cullen,
Laura Wheeler Waring and James Van Der Zee.
The Rider Poets President Emily Ivanauskas, a
junior environmental science major with a minor in
English writing,
expressed her
thoughts going
into the night.
“The goal of
the event today was

to enlighten some
people with the
Harlem Renaissance
and all the art involved
with it. We just want
people to get involved and
make sure that they feel

comfortable in our space,
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comfortable enough to write, to
try new things, and to share writing,” she said.

Brooke Foster, a senior English major and president
of Rider’s chapter of Sigma Tau Delta, felt the event
was more than just learning about Black artists in the
Harlem Renaissance, and also about modern day life.

Brannagh Rattigan/The Rider News

Brooke Foster (left) and Emily Ivanauskas led the meeting and gave
a presentation to inspire attendees.

“I think that the lovely artists we included in today’s
presentation give us this really in-depth look into what
life was like during that time, and I think it was really
important for us to bring attention to this now, to
remind students of what life is like,” Foster said.

Between the presentations of each individual artist,
attendees were provided with 15 minutes to garner
inspiration from the pieces of literature, artwork,
sculpture and photography to create their own artwork
in any form.

In the end, the attendees and hosts were encouraged
to share their work to appreciate creativity and the
influence of the Harlem Renaissance.

“We had some people who shared different works

inspired by different art that we showed and I'm really
happy with what I got to hear from other people,”
Ivanauskas said.

Tatyanna Jackson, a junior marketing major in
attendance, shared she attended the event for her
appreciation of the culture surrounding the Harlem
Renaissance and her love for poetry.

“I love that we got to know about major historical
people that led the Harlem Renaissance. Art inspires
art, and that was the format of the meeting,” she said.

The Rider Poets and Sigma Tau Delta expressed
the objective of collaboration to expand their outreach
and share its ties to literary

creations and other kinds of
art with the community
during Black History
Month.

Sigma Tau
Delta previously
collaborated with
Venture Literary

Magazine and is always
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open to working with
other clubs and organizations.

The Rider Poets are hosting a general meeting on
March 3 and a blackout poetry event on March 10 at
6:30 p.m. in Lynch Adler Hall.

Sigma Tau Delta is hosting a writing workshop on
March 9 at 6:30 p.m. in Lynch Adler Hall, and “What
can you do with an English degree?” on March 10,
co-hosted with the English department at 11:30 a.m. in
Fine Arts.

“We’re always looking to collaborate with other
organizations, we’d love to be able to expand our
outreach to other organizations on campus,” Foster
said.
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PISGEs

(Feb. 19 - March 20)

Boundaries will be extremely
important, Pisces. You will have the
power to transform your relationships
into something more meaningful, but
misunderstandings may also arise.
Allow yourself to get comfortable, but
make sure you do not lose your
creative direction.

Gemini
(May 21 - June 20) ‘

Be extra thoughtful this month,
Gemini. Your friendships will flourish,
and you will see growth in your
career as long as you make sure you
are thinking before you speak. Extra
thought may be necessary to
maintain peace. Make sure you do
not spread yourself too thin.

Virge
(Aug. 23 - Sept. 22)

Be prepared for complications, Virgo.
This month may bring some trouble to
your relationships and your career,
but you have the power to resolve it
as long as you are gentle with
yourself. Spend this time furthering
current projects and relationships
rather than pursuing new ones.

(Nov. 22 - Dec. 21)

Passion will be your driving force,
Sagittarius! You will find yourself
energized and successful with every
new project you receive. This month
will reward you for your efforts, and
you will find yourself experiencing
major career developments and new
friendships.

Aries |

(March 21 - Apr.19) _l

Be patient, Aries. Good things are
coming your way. March may start off
slow with little development and
progress, but the end of this month is
showing an opportunity for you to
promote yourself. Keep up the
excellent work, and maintain your
focus.

(June 21 - July 22)

Take pride in the small wins, Cancer!
March may not bring big changes,
but the small support you can do for
yourself and others is what you will
provide for this month. Do not let
yourself get too drained, though. Self
care is especially important this
month.

(Sept. 23 - Oct. 21) s

Do not be afraid to ask for help, Libra.
Burnout is on the horizon this month,
so do not be afraid to accept
support from others. You may want
to accomplish a lot and make big
career moves, but it is in the best
interest of your mental health to take
it slow.

Gapricern | ©
(Dec.22 - Jan.19)

Take it easy this month, Capricorn.
You have been working so hard these
last couple of months, and March will
allow you the time to catch your
breath. Do what makes you happy
and allow yourself the rest you
deserve. Some things can wait for
next month.

Taurus
(Apr. 20 - May 20)

Take things slow, Taurus. There are
going to be big developments in
both your relationships and career,
as long as you remember to take
care of yourself. Make sure to pay
extra attention to your spending this
month. Long-term value is better
than a short fix.

(July 23 - Aug. 22)

Be flexible, Leo. Relationships and
finances may improve immensely, or
you may suffer a downfall. Make sure
you are putting extra thought into
your spending and giving your time
to the correct people. Anything can
change on a dime this March.

BGarpie
(Oct. 22 - Nov. 21)

You will find stability, Scorpio. Last
month was tricky, but this month you
will find yourself successful in all
aspects of your life. This will be an
excellent time to get your finances in
order as you will find yourself with
increased focus and drive. The ball is
in your court!

(Jan. 20 - Feb.18) PV

Your creativity will shine Aquarius! You
may find yourself on a high of original
and innovative ideas, but do not let
that confidence seep into your
spending habits. This month shows
financial struggles, but stay modest
with your investments and you will
persevere.



School spiri

t a university, school spirit is more than
Ajust wearing the school colors. It is the

energy in the stands, the pride students
carry on campus and the sense of belonging that
connects a student body. At Rider, that spirit
exists but it feels quieter than ever before. If Rider
wants to strengthen its campus culture and student
experience, its school spirit needs a reset.

On paper, Rider has everything needed to build
a passionate community. The Broncs compete at
the Division I level in the Metro Atlantic Athletic
Conference, giving students the opportunity to
support high-level college athletics right on their
own campus. Yet, so often, game days come and
go without the excitement or student turnout
expected. The seats inside the Alumni Gym are
filled more by families and community members
than by students who walk past the building every
day.

This is not about blaming students. It is about
recognizing that school spirit does not happen
automatically; it must be cultivated. Many Rider
students are commuters, balancing academics,
work and responsibilities off campus. Others may
not feel a strong connection to campus life beyond
the classroom. Without intentional efforts to bring
students together, it becomes easy for campus pride
to fade into the abyss.

The effects of this lack of spirit extend beyond
athletics. School pride influences the overall college
experience. It shapes friendships, creates traditions
and gives students a shared identity. When students
show up to support their peers, whether in sports,

Grace Juarez/The Rider News

performances or campus events, it strengthens the
sense of community. When that presence is missing,
campus life can feel a tad bit fragmented.

Part of the issue lies in visibility and engagement.

at Ri

Rider must harness students’school spirit to build a passionate community.

Many students are simply not aware of when games
or events are happening, or they personally do not feel
mnvited to attend. Promotion through social media,
student organizations and campus leaders could be
stronger and more consistent. School spirit should feel
inclusive, not limited to athletes or a small group of
dedicated fans.

But the responsibility does not solely fall on the
shoulders of the institution. Students themselves play
a critical role in shaping campus culture. School spirit
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er needs a reset

begins with small actions, like attending a game with

friends, wearing Rider gear on campus or simply

choosing to participate rather than observe from

a distance. When students show up, others follow,

because the energy is contagious.

Rider can also take active steps to make school
spirit more visible and exciting. Theme nights,
giveaways, student-led cheering sections and
collaborations with campus organizations can
help transform games into social media events
rather than just athletic competitions. Orientation
programs and first-year experiences should
emphasize the importance of campus involvement
carly, helping students get out of their comfort zone
and build pride from the moment they arrive on
campus.

More importantly, Rider must create traditions
that students look forward to and feel proud to be
a part of. Traditions are what turn attendance into
loyalty and loyalty into identity. When students feel
connected to something larger than themselves,
their college experience becomes more impactful
and meaningful. This reset is not about forcing
school spirit, it’s about rebuilding it. Rider has the
foundation, the teams and the community. What it
needs now is a renewed energy and participation
from both the institution and its students.

College 1s a short chapter in life, but school pride
lasts long after graduation. Years from now, students
will not remember the classes they took, but they will
remember the moments they shared, the games they
attended with family and friends and the pride they felt
of being a part of Rider.

School spirit at Rider is not gone. It is just waiting
to be reignited.

Terrell Munford

Junior journalism major

IVE's new album is a K-pop standout

world of K-pop. As listeners, we have so much

content to choose from. The genre pulls and mixes
everything from classic rock ‘n’ roll to EDM house
music. The musical diversity that attracted most of us
in the first place can eventually become overwhelming.

It 1s easy to lose yourself in the over-saturated

If artists do not keep up, if they are not loud enough,
they will be quickly forgotten among the constant
chatter and the newer, more exciting voices in the
crowd. The challenge for groups becomes not only to
gain recognition, but to maintain interest and freshness
throughout their careers without being accused of
“selling out” to viral marketing or forgoing a unique
identity to capitalize on trends.

As a group heading into their fifth year in the
industry, IVE does an exemplary job keeping this
delicate balance through their musical and visual
concept, which in K-pop cannot be ignored. Released
on Feb. 23, IVE started 2026 off strong with the release
of “REVIVE+,” their highly anticipated second
studio album. The album came three years after their
incredibly successful first full-length album, “I’'ve Ive.”
Consisting of 12 tracks, “REVIVE+” is divided evenly
into two sections, the first six songs performed by the
full group, the latter six being solos, one for each of the
members.

As the title suggests, “REVIVE+” is truly a
resurrection of their signature sound. Since their
debut, IVE has been elegance personified, offering
two distinct takes on the concept: one being akin to
the classic grace and pearlescent shimmer of a gilded
ballroom, the other exuding the chic, slightly grungy
but cool modernity of a catwalk. Their following title
tracks have fallen somewhere within this spectrum,
and with releases that include two title tracks, they are
able to showcase the two sides of their style. “I've Ive”
had shimmering “I AM” and leathered “Kitsch,” “I've
Mine” presented the lacy frills of “Off the Record”
and the ripped-tights of “Baddie,” and “Ive Empathy”
introduced the silky “Attitude” and bold “Rebel
Heart.”

While consistency is comforting, it can mean
stagnation — or even worse yet — it can lead to a lack
of interest from listeners. I had my doubts after their

previous release. I hoped that this was
not an indication that their production
team had run out of creative avenues for
them to explore. Desperately, I hoped
that their next album would elevate their
discography and make a comeback with
a bang.

Thankfully, “TREVIVE+" is
exactly what I had wished for. With
the prerelease promotion of “BANG
BANG,” one of the two title tracks, my
concerns were eliminated. The song
starts with a sample of the melancholic
guitar strings from Nancy Sinatra’s
1966 hit, “Bang Bang (My Baby Shot
Me Down),” then dives into a metallic
bass, with Leeseo’s charming voice
informing us what to expect in the first
line: “It’s a new scene, it’s aggressive.”
I can try my best to describe “BANG
BANG™’s complexities and beat
changes, but as Gaeul’s melodic rap
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warns, “It’s explosive, it’s aggressive /
It’s a little bit offensive, yeah, I said it.”
Above all else, the song demonstrates
a mastery of vocal tone from IVE, especially from

Rei and Wonyoung, that I have never heard them
accomplish before. There is urgency, smugness and an
uncontrollable excitement in their voices that contrasts
their usual restraint and gracefulness. What a way to
kick off the album’s promotion!

“Blackhole,” the other title track, is nothing less
than an epic of a song. Grandeur seeps from every
beat, every ‘thump’ of the drum. It is as if all of their
previous hits have been blended together, super-
charged and launched into the stars. IVE executes the
lyrics confidently and comfortably; Yujin’s voice races
through the end of the first verse into the pre-chorus,
where the song turns on its blinkers, and among the
pulsing of the music, Liz’s smooth voice commands,
“Now, look at me / now, look at me now.” “Blackhole”
is not an artistic labeling, but rather a physical
description. The song feels weighty, attractive and
sends a message: you will be sucked in.

IVE+

IVE's new album “REVIVE+" was released on Feb. 23 to much excitement from fans.

The b-sides of “REVIVE+" are of the same caliber
as the ones in “I've Ive,” with no skips here. “Hush”
could very well have been a title track. Its twinkling
melody and close, soft vocals are complemented with
the plucking of orchestral strings that give way to a
persistent cowbell in an open field in the second part
of the chorus. “Stuck in Your Head” is laid back and
quirky, while “Fireworks” is an emotionally-charged
declaration, both perfect examples of the typical
staples of K-pop b-sides. “HOT COFFEE” is simple,
experimental and a pleasant way to end the full-group
section of the album.

“REVIVE+” offers stability in a tumultuous world
and further cements IVE as a solid mainstay of K-pop.
I give the album five-out-of-five stars.

Sofia Santiago
sophomore English and Spanish major
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Mitski’s mood album smerizes fans

The weather still being cold means it is the
perfect time to sit inside and listen to music

as you await the sunlight again. Mitski, the
perfect musician for this, has just released an album to
commemorate the season.

Her eighth studio album, “Nothing’s About to
Happen to Me” dropped Feb. 27, coming three years
after her last one. The album contains 11 songs with a
runtime of 34 minutes and has Mitski’s signature rock
and indie sound, but now with some folk influence.
She also used live instrumentation from the touring
band, The Land. Two singles came out prior, being
“Where’s My Phone?” and “I'll Change for You.”

The introduction for the album is the track “In
a Lake.” I found Mitski’s vocals so beautiful in this
song. The instrumentation was also interesting and
reminded me of the popularly named bardcore
genre. Even though she was not singing about
whatever medieval bards did, I found that it fit the
vibe of the song, nonetheless. Mitski singing about
small town life was filled with so much melancholy,
but I found I could listen to this one without
immediately becoming sad. With elegant strings and
vocals I truly loved this as an opener.

The second track was one of the singles, being
“Where’s My Phone?” which originally dropped on
Jan. 16. It was a complete tonal shift from the first song
and showed off more of the rock genre in the album.
The percussion in this song was especially good. The
lyrics were also slightly unhinged, which makes this
a great choice as a single since it gives the tone of
the record. Going from “Where’s My Phone?” to
“Where’d I Go?” lyrically tells the story of a woman
losing herself and possibly her mind. The two-minute
mark really does sound like insanity between the lyrics
and the instrumentals with all its distortion that carry
on for the last minute of the song

“I’ll Change for You™ is the second single and
seventh track on the album. Mitski’s songs that cover
relationships always carry a different aesthetic in

Yanuel Santos/The Rider News

“Nothing’s About to Happen to Me” features gloomy vocals and an indie
sound.
comparison to songs we get from other artists. This
could have been a positive song about changing for the
one you love, but as per usual, you must feel like your
heart is splintering for the narrator. The music and
overall sound design of this track is one of the best in
my opinion. There is a slight bossa nova vibe going on
with the music. Using ambient sounds at one part in
the song was a unique choice that I really liked. The
instrumentation was also arranged in such a way that
made it stand out. Most importantly, Mitski’s vocals
really got to shine in this track with the way she holds
out notes. It was another good choice as a single as I
find this song very pretty.

Two of my personal favorites of the album are “If I
Leave” and “Instead of Here.”

“If I Leave” utilizes softer vocals, which contrasts

Eohs FONER S NE T Sl AR R S

with a very menacing sounding bass. This song talks
about the feeling of being truly known in a relationship
and how no one else can achieve that for the narrator.
It is another heartbreaking song that cuts deep. There
was a really great crescendo midway through the

song and I loved the change up in instrumentation.
However, I wish the heavier rock instrumentals lasted
throughout the whole song, but the quieter tone fit the
vibe better.

The other track, “Instead of Here” is a haunting
song about isolation and not truly living one’s life. The
instrumentals were nothing short of beautiful. It is
definitely a sad song, but it sounds so pretty with a folk
vibe that you can almost forget it is supposed to be sad.
There was also a really nice piano part in the middle
which I would have loved to hear more. I could listen
to the way the song flows all day long.

These are only about half of the songs on the
album covered, but overall I found the album to be
beautifully written. I would not say there are any
“skips” necessarily, but every track has a different vibe
that some might like more than others. Mitski is an
incredible artist with even more incredible vocals, and
her lyricism and storytelling is some of the best out
there. I definitely recommend this album and I give it
four-out-of-five stars.

Jenna Munswami
Junior communication studies major
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enny is in serious trouble. He may be a
K 17-year-old high school senior, but now, he

is not allowed to drive or leave the house
without adult accompaniment, or arrive on school
premises without getting his backpack searched.

The real kicker? He has to give a televised apology
to his entire school for what he did.

Why? Kenny was getting bullied. He retaliated, or
at least, he tried to. Now that the dust has settled, his
family has to learn to live with this new “normal.”

The brave, heart-wrenching show “From Up Here’
ran from Feb. 27 through March 1, and I caught the
Saturday night performance on Feb. 28. From the

>

very first scene, I was transported into the show’s little
world.

I went into this show almost completely blind,
which is the absolute antithesis of how I normally
operate. I like to do thorough research before deciding
to consume any piece of media. However, when I saw
the online promotion for “From Up Here,” something

Every cast member fully embodied their characters,
to the point I almost forgot I was watching a
production.

Bianchino was the true definition of a star in the
role of Kenny. I could not help but root for him the
entire time, with how sweet and straightforward he
was. The actor’s comedic timing was impeccable in
Kenny’s moments of bluntness.

But it was the portrayal of Kenny’s mental state
that tugged on my heartstrings. In a pivotal scene,
Kenny is overwhelmed at everything occurring in the
home and at school. When his mother Grace reaches
out to comfort him, he pulls down his beanie over his
eyes, bursting into tears and crying “Leave me alone!”
Bianchino bared his soul with that delivery — I could
see his body shake and his face turn red from my spot
in the audience, driving me to tears.

Bianchino said he and Director Ivan Fuller, a
professor of theatre at Rider, both inferred from their
first reading of the script that Kenny was on the autism
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Junior acting major Cale Bianchino starred as Kenny.

in me said to walk into the Bart Luedeke Center spectrum. This was confirmed on a phone call they
Theater and enjoy the ride. And wow, am I glad I did. ~ had with the playwright, Liz Flahive. Bianchino made

The show’s lead, Kenny, played by junior acting sure to highlight this in his portrayal. li‘au-themed event, minus “Dynamite” by Taio Cruz
major Cale Bianchino, is a withdrawn teenager with “My relationship with Kenny was a little more close being the background music.

to home because my sister has autism ... Taking on The sound crew deserves a shout-out as well. T

that kind of role for me was very near and dear to the was thoroughly impressed with the quality of the

heart ... Seeing that real-life journey of hers kind of mics, and heard every word clearly. T also applaud the
fueled my ability to get into the headspace of Kenny,”  gtrategically-placed speakers at various locations on the

Bianchino said. stage to utilize sound effects in a realistic manner, from

I'have to give flowers where they are deserved, and the heartbeat heard center stage when Kenny was
the two other performances of the night that struck

me the most were Holzworth as Grace, and junior
acting major Phillip Schneller as Kenny’s school peer,

an unintentionally blunt sense of humor. He finds

solace in the videos and postcards sent by his bubbly
aunt Caroline, played by junior acting major Trinity

anxious to the transition sounds of students chattering

in the hallway reverberating during scene changes.
With a stellar cast, a simple yet effective set design,

Charlie. a crisp sound catalogue and a message of having hope
Holzworth expertly walked the delicate tightrope of  a1d kindness in the face of the most brutal events,

portraying a loving mom trying to keep it all together.  «From Up Here” at Rider is a play I would happily
Her character’s eventual break, and her subsequent

monologue, had me captivated.

Schneller was an absolute delight as scene-stealer
Charlie, the “nicest kid in school” who attempts to
win the affections of Kenny’s sister, Lauren. His
impromptu songs and unhinged conversation topics
brought some much-needed comic relief to the stage.
The audience was roaring with laughter whenever
Charlie was present; I myself doubled over several
times.

The combination of elements in the theater’s
environment made me feel like a fly on the wall with
Grace. the characters’ interactions.

Part of the immersion into the story was thanks
to the set design. The main set and the kitchen had
a fully-stocked fridge with real food and drinks and
black chairs around a white-clothed dining room
wrench is thrown into the new “normal” routine. table.

While Kenny keeps to himself, his household Whenever aunt Caroline was scaling a mountain, a
is bustling with an array of outspoken characters: ladder was her peak, and beautifully painted clouds-
Lauren, his strong-willed, sharp-tongued younger on-a-blue-sky panels hung all over the back of the
sister, played by junior acting major Sarah Hyman; stage.

Daniel, his patient and goofy new stepdad, played by The setting that attracted my attention the most,
junior acting major Brian Tobin; and Grace, his loving,  though, was the school dance scene. A simple table in
the back with an inflatable pineapple under orange
and green lighting let us know we were at a Hawaiian

pay to see over and over again.

Mary-Simone Collazo
Junior journalism major
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Junior acting major Elizabeth Holzworth starred as Kenny’s mom,

Babino, an adventurous young woman with no roots,
spending her life mountain climbing from country
to country, living out of her backpack. When aunt

Caroline visits home for the first time in years, a

Photo courtesy of Jack DeWeese
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Junior musical theatre major Jessica Dawn and junior acting major
Cale Bianchino share a moment on stage.

yet stressed and overbearing mother played by junior
acting major Elizabeth Holzworth.
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Broncs drop two to close out their 2025-26 campaign

By Joshua Yuhas

ider women’s basketball was officially
eliminated from Metro Atlantic Athletic
Conference tournament contention following

a 67-55 loss to Siena University in the Alumni Gym
and a 54-46 loss at Mount St. Mary’s University.

Final home game slip

Senior night festivities set the stage on Feb. 26 as
senior center Kaylan Deveney and graduate student
forward Kristina Ekofo were each honored before the
game against the Siena Saints.

For Ekofo, a special video package was displayed
on the screen of the Alumni Gym with her family
from across the world, sending their congratulations.

“They haven’t been able to come to a game the
whole year and my whole college career, so it means
everything to just hear from them before the game,”
Ekofo said.

Over the opening three minutes, the Broncs carried
a 7-2 run, closed out by a 3-pointer from sophomore
guard Emmy Roach.

A pair of baskets for the Saints tied the game
at 7-7, but the Broncs secured the lead after Ekofo
knocked down a 3-pointer and grabbed a steal
for Roach to knock down one of her own on the
following possession.

Freshman guard Aina Perez Mesquida continued
with a shot from beyond the perimeter, but the Saints
followed with a 6-0 run to end the first quarter.

Pushing the pace off a steal, freshman guard Alena
Cofield turned and passed it out to junior guard Aliya
Mclver for an outside score to start the second quarter.

Ekofo scored from the right block a few possessions
later, but the Broncs continued on another scoreless
run, until Ekofo broke the three-minute drought with a
shot from beyond the arc.

In the final four minutes of the half, Ekofo took
control in the paint to match the Saints, allowing the
Broncs to enter the break with a 32-29 lead.

Scoring was scarce to open the second half with the
Saints scoring two layups and the Broncs’ first score

Yanuel Santos/The Rider News

Junior guard Aliya Mclver put up 12 points and six assists in the
matchup agaonst the Siena Saints on Feb. 26.

coming at the five-minute mark.

Rider scored five points in the third quarter to
Siena’s 11, leaving the Broncs trailing by four points
heading into the fourth quarter.

Following a four-minute scoreless run carrying over
from the third quarter, the Broncs’ defense produced
a contested layup from junior guard Deb Okechukwu
and a Mclver right-wing 3-pointer.

With just over six minutes remaining, Rider trailed
by three points, but the Saints took control over the
final five minutes with an answer for each score by
the Broncs.

Siena outscored Rider 27-19 in the fourth
quarter, rounding out the matchup with the Broncs
losing 67-55.

“I thought we played well in the first half;” Head
Coach Jackie Hartzell said. “Just the second half and
third quarter really hurt. We couldn’t score, but we just
didn’t rebound the ball at all.”

Short rotation, short of victory

Rider operated with a shorter rotation on Feb. 28
against the Mount St. Mary’s Mountaineers, as just six
Broncs tallied minutes with Mclver, Ekofo and Perez

Mesquida playing all 40 minutes.

Through a pair of scores inside from Okechukwu
and Ekofo and scores across the court for the
Mountaineers, the game was left with a 6-6 tie after six
minutes of play.

After a basket from Ekofo, the Broncs went
scoreless for the following two minutes, until Deveney
nailed a 3-pointer to give Rider the 11-10 lead after
one quarter.

Two minutes into the second quarter, a layup from
junior forward Sam Richardson marked the first score
of the quarter.

Ekofo and Mclver each scored in the paint, but two
3-pointers from the Mountaineers and a score inside
of their own left the Broncs trailing by one.

Layups from Mclver and Richardson preceded
a near three-minute scoring drought for both sides,
ending the half with a 23-23 tie.

Taking advantage of missed shots and turnovers,
the Mountaineers carried a 6-0 run to open the third
quarter, until Ekofo scored in the paint.

The Broncs fell down nine points in the later parts
of the third quarter, but a pair of Ekofo layups kept
the game within five after three quarters of play.

Rider dropped in a bucket from the charity stripe,
while Mount St. Mary’s knocked down two and a
layup to hold an eight-point lead halfway through the
fourth quarter.

A field goal attempt for the Mountaineers did not
fall until five minutes remained, and with four minutes
remaining, one fell for the Broncs with a 3-pointer
from Perez Mesquida.

Layups from Okechukwu and Ekofo cut the deficit
to four points, but the Mountaineers made six free
throw shots to close the game with a 54-46 loss for
the Broncs.

“There were a lot of ups and downs this season,
some tough moments, and some good things we
want to build on,” Hartzell told Rider Athletics. “I’'m
definitely not happy only winning seven games, and
that will not be the standard moving forward.”

Only up from here: Broncs end season with double-loss weekend

By Samantha Clark

fter falling in the final two games of the
2025-26 season to the Iona University Gaels
and the Siena University Saints, the Broncs

ended their run with a record of 4-25, solidifying them
as the worst team in Rider men’s basketball history.

Gaels on the run

The matchup on Feb. 27 kicked off with a 3-pointer
from the Gaels, but after two free throws from
sophomore guard Flash Burton, the gap was quickly
closed to a one-point game.

Senior guard Zion Cruz followed by splashing a
3-pointer of his own in front of the Iona bench, and
after a two-minute scoring drought, Cruz and Burton
repeated the same play to put up six quick points.

Both teams went scoreless for the following two
and a half minutes until a pull up jumpshot from Cruz
pulled the Broncs back on the board, marking him
and Burton as Rider’s only successful shooters in the
opening 10 minutes.

“The coaches just want us to show up and
compete,” Burton said. “When we buy into what they
are trying to teach us, ... it gives us a better chance
at winning.”

After taking a trip to the free throw line, junior
guard Caleb Smith added two easy points and picked
up another two a minute later with a driving layup.

Cruz splashed his third 3-pointer of the half and
a jumpshot, while senior forward Shemani Fuller
followed with a hook shot to close the gap to two
points. However, it was not until two minutes later that
the Broncs cashed in another basket, with a pull-up
jumpshot from Cruz in the final four seconds to head
into halftime down 40-30.

The second half opened with a successful and-1
layup from Burton and a jumpshot from Cruz, the pair
carrying their offensive strength from the first into the
final 20 minutes of play.

Rider continued on another drought for two

minutes, allowing Iona to widen the gap to 15 points.
Jumpshots from Cruz and freshman guard Jamir
McNeil snapped the streak, but the momentum was
not maintained, as the Broncs went scoreless for the
next three minutes.

Fuller’s signature dunk broke the spell, and after
Burton stole possession and converted it to a fastbreak
layup, the deficit was closed to sub-15 points. However,
after another jumpshot from Cruz, the Gaels took the
Broncs on a 10-0 run.

Cruz’s jumpshot marked his 25th point of the
night, pushing him to a new career high as a Bronc.

Smith tipped in his missed shot to pick up Rider’s
first points in four minutes, followed by two quick shots
at the line from senior forward Daniel Helterhoff. The
pair repeated this offensive energy, with another tip-in
from Smith and a layup from Helterhoff, to end the
matchup down 80-58.

‘Nobody gives up’

Play against the Saints opened on March 1 with
back-to-back baskets in the paint after Burton splashed
a jumpshot and Smith laced an and-1 layup, the
Broncs picking up five quick points in 30 seconds.

Cruz followed with a 3-pointer and jumpshot, and
after another 3-pointer was added to the board from
Smith, Rider gained the lead over Siena.

The Broncs continued to widen the gap by holding
the Saints scoreless for three minutes. A jumpshot and
free throws from Burton and layups from Smith and
Cruz set Rider off on a 10-0 run, pushing the Broncs
up by double digits.

“We always fight until the end and nobody gives
up,” Cruz said. “I think that was one of our biggest
growths [this season].”

Rider went scoreless for the next two minutes,
but quickly got back into the groove after Helterhoff
obtained the offensive rebound and tipped it in for two,
later drawing a foul for the 3-point play.

Liliana R. Basile/The Rider News
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The Broncs huddle up before heading back on the court for the final time
this season.

After Cruz knocked down a 3-pointer, both teams
faced unsuccessful play for the next two and a half
minutes, until Smith picked up the first field goal with
a layup. The drought on the Broncs’ end continued for
the rest of the half] allowing the Saints to close the gap
to 35-33 heading into the break.

Burton hit two 3-pointers in the first minute of the
second half, however, the Broncs then continued on a
two-minute scoreless run, allowing the Saints to regain
the lead. Although a free throw from Burton put a stop
to the streak, Rider did not score a field goal for five
straight minutes, digging its hole further.

A jumpshot in the arc from Cruz put the Broncs
back on the board, and after Cruz and Burton
splashed two more, the Broncs had closed the gap to
single digits halfway through the second.

After a 3-pointer from Burton, both teams went
scoreless for almost two minutes, the dry spell ending
with a layup from Smith.

Junior guard Antwan Wilson picked up five points
in a minute with an and-1 layup and a jumpshot,
Fuller following with a jumpshot of his own. For the
remaining three minutes of play, the Broncs, once
again, were seen scoreless and rounded out their final
matchup of the season down 76-61.

“Seeing how the fans still supported us, even
though the season went the way it went, that’s how I
stayed motivated to show up everyday,” Cruz said.
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Rider loses three straight to Delaware, falls to 3-3

By Benjamin Shinault

ust about over a week ago, on Feb. 21, Rider
baseball was riding the high of starting out its

2026 season with a sweep on the road. Flash
forward, the Broncs are the ones to get swept, as they
lost all three games on the road to the University of
Delaware.

Late-game pitching was the largest struggle for
the Broncs over the three-game set, with the team
surrendering 23 runs.

‘Not our day’

The Broncs struck first in the opening game of
the series on Feb. 27, as senior outfielder Anthony
Paskell connected on the first pitch of the game and
sent it over the left-field wall for a solo home run.

In the very next inning, senior outfielder Erich
Hartmann added on with a single to center field to
score another run to make it 2-0 in Rider’s favor.

Later on, in the third inning, the Blue Hens were
able to knot it up at 2-2 with an RBI double and a
sacrifice fly.

The Brones bounced back immediately in the
fourth inning as Hartmann, once again, made
contact and scored junior infielder Matt Leahy from
a fielder’s choice.

With Rider up 3-2, Delaware had a big inning on
their end in the fourth inning, as they got out to a
6-3 lead.

Coming off a great performance against the
University of North Carolina Asheville, senior
pitcher PJ Craig hit a bump in the road against
Delaware, as he allowed six earned runs, walked
four Blue Hens and gave up nine hits. However,
Craig punched out seven Blue Hens.

Now down 6-3, the Broncs brought the score to
6-4 after a throwing error scored an unearned run.

Delaware continued to pour it on, getting out to
a 13-4 lead. The Broncs stopped the bleeding with
a junior catcher Nick Shuhet RBI single to make it
13-5 in the ninth inning.

Also in the ninth, senior infielder AJ Labrusciano
launched his first collegiate home run to make it

SOFTBALL

13-8.

“It felt really good because that was my first
college home run, and you know, anytime you hit a
home run, it’s pretty cool,” Labrusciano said.

The Shuhet single and the Labrusciano home
run was not enough for the Broncs, as they fell in
the opening game of the series, 13-8.

“I thought offensively, we did some good things.
They [Delaware]| had two big innings ... but it got
away from us. Not our day,” Acting Head Coach
Barry Davis said to Rider Athletics.

A late Delaware surge

In game two of the Delaware series, pitching
was among the biggest strengths for the Broncs.

Sophomore pitcher Kyle Batt had a good day
on the mound for Rider, as he threw five innings,
allowed one earned run and struck out two.

Offensively for Rider, the game started slow, as
they were in a 2-0 hole until the fifth inning when
they went out front 4-2.

During that fifth inning, the Broncs scored off
RBI singles from senior infielder Will Gallagher and
sophomore infielder Eliot Medlock, as well as an
RBI double from junior outfielder Kyle Neri that
scored the other two runs.

Carrying a 4-2 lead into the sixth, the Blue Hens
got a run back and made it 4-3 after an RBI double.

In the next inning, Delaware would add on
another two runs after a two-run home run to make
it 5-4.

The Broncs trailed entering the ninth, but could
not come up with a comeback effort in the final
inning and fell short, 5-4.

Déja va
For the second time in a matter of 24 hours, the
Broncs fell 5-4 to the Delaware Blue Hens. With the
5-4 loss to Delaware on March 1, the Broncs were
swept in a three-game series for the first time since
they faced St. John’s University in March 2024.
The game was knotted up at 1-1 entering the
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Junior catcher Nick Shuhet played in all three games against Delaware.

sixth inning of play. Rider’s lone run to that point
was an unearned run.

But, in the Blue Hen’s half of the sixth, they
poured four unearned runs on the Broncs to go up
5-1.

Rider responded in the seventh inning with three
runs after an RBI double from Paskell and two
fielder’s choices to make it 5-4.

Pitching held firm the rest of the way, but the
Broncs could not tie it up, and lost 5-4.

“The last two were winnable games, but we just
didn’t get the hit when we needed it or didn’t make
the pitch or the play when we needed to,” Davis
said.

Pitching for Rider in the series finale was senior
Clayton Poliey. Over his four innings, Poliey struck
out three Blue Hens, allowed just one earned run
and only gave up four hits.

Regardless of the sweep, and now falling
to 3-3 on the year, Davis was still proud of the
performance his team put up over the weekend.

“Opverall, when you look at it from the outside,
you’d look at it and say, ‘yeah, we didn’t win three,
we didn’t win a game,’ but we competed,” Davis
said.

Rider will continue its stretch of road games
as they take on Saint Joseph’s University in

Broncs sink to 4-9, await MAAC play against lona

By Lindsay Scarola

ider softball traveled south to participate in
the Battle at the Max, and after dropping
atchups against Campbell University and

East Carolina University, the Broncs bounced back to
take the last game against St. John’s University, 17-8.

Rough start

In the first game on Feb. 27, junior catcher and
first baseman Kendall Reda-Fehsal scooped up
an RBI single. Senior outfielder Maddie Luedtke
doubled to move Reda-Fehsal up, allowing her to
score on a passed ball.

Rider’s lead did not last long, though, as
Campbell scored six runs in the bottom of the
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second inning. Down 6-1 in the top of the sixth,
Cruz and Reda-Fehsal hit back-to-back singles
before Luedtke walked to load the bases.

Sophomore first baseman Emma Morgan hit a
two-run RBI single and junior infielder Kiersten
Buchanan singled, cutting the deficit to just two runs.

The Fighting Camels scored again in the bottom
of the sixth, however, freshman middle infielder
Melissa Purcella opened the seventh inning with
a double. Purcella then came around the bases to
score, becoming the Broncs’ final base runner, as
they took on a 7-5 loss.

In game two against East Carolina, senior pitcher
Fallyn Stoeckel opened up the game with a double
and sophomore Keegan St. Cyr reached on an error.
“I think we had one of the best hitting weekends as

o T

Junior first baseman Kendall Reda-Fehsal launched a home run
against St. Johns.
a team 1n recent years, especially [when] facing some
quality pitchers,” Cruz said.

From that point, it was all Pirates as they won,

10-2.

Round two

On Feb. 28, the Broncs had rematches against
East Carolina and Campbell in a doubleheader.

Rider fell behind fast against the Pirates, trailing
6-0. In the top of the fourth, Cruz and junior
outfielder Shelby Dyer threatened East Carolina in
the seventh with a two-out single and a walk, giving
Rider a chance. However, both runners were left
stranded on the bases, the Broncs falling 7-2.

Against Campbell, Rider quickly fell to 6-0 at the

start of the game. Stoeckel led off the bottom of the
first with a walk, marking her as the only Bronc to
reach the bases.

Campbell added one run in the fourth inning and
five in the fifth, ending the game in five and shutting
Rider out, 12-0.

Finished strong

The final game of the weekend was against St.
John’s on March 1. After Cruz was hit by a pitch,
everyone moved up on the bases and a wild pitch
brought home another walk for Rider.

Reda-Fehsal hit an RBI single to extend Rider’s
lead by three.

The Red Storm countered with two runs in the
bottom of the inning, but Rider responded with a
solo home run to left field by Luedtke.

In the third, Wheeler hit a one-out double,
Stoekel walked and Luedtke was hit by a pitch to
load the bases.

The Red Storm fired back with six runs in the
fourth inning to keep the game through the top of
the sixth. Stoeckel, Luedtke and St. Cyr walked to
load the bases and Morgan hit a two-run single to
extend the Broncs’ lead, securing a 17-8 win.

“We played very strong, tough opponents, so we
were challenged,” Head Coach Davon Ortega said.
The Broncs head into Metro Atlantic Athletic
Conference play in their next matchup when they

visit the Iona University Gaels on March 7.
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